
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely using Zoom Cloud 

Application on Wednesday 7th April 2021 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:   

Councillor Johnson (Chair) 

Councillor Bentham 

Councillor Whitaker 

Councillor Winrow 

Councillor Williams 

In attendance:   

Adrian Osmotherley - Parish Clerk  

Mike Ashton - Lengthsman 

Stephen Hinde - Village Hall 

No residents or members of the public were in attendance. 

The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting. The meeting had been arranged to enable 

all attendees to be able to follow government restrictions in relation to social isolating, public 

gatherings, and movement restrictions because of the COVID19 Pandemic. 

20107 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Apologies were received from Councillors Riley and Halhead and County Councillor 

Williamson. 

20108 MINUTES:  

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 3rd March 2021 be 

approved.  

20109 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  

No declaration of interests was raised. 

20110 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION & INFORMATION ONLY UPDATES: 

(i) Public discussion:    

There were no residents in attendance other than Stephen Hinde who was in 

attendance representing the Village Hall. 

(ii) Clerk report and correspondence:   

The Parish Clerk presented his report setting out updates on previous actions, 

activities, resolutions, and correspondence received as follows. 

Grasslands Management Strategy and Lancashire County Council Verge maintenance 

schedule details have been passed to Councillors for their information and comment. 

A price for the supply and installation of two new litter/dog waste bins has been 

requested from Lancaster City Council. 

The removal of the overgrown hedge and verge from the footway on Back Lane, 

although reported to Lancashire County Council, has yet to be carried out. This has 

now been chased up with the Lancashire County Council Highways Lead Engineer. 

County Councillor Williamson has also been asked if she can have a look into the 

current situation.  

The scaffold and fencing protecting the dangerous building erected on the Main Road 

footway has now been removed following the repair works to make the building safe. 

No issues/objections have been raised from the residents, close to the proposed site 

of the new Evolis solar powered speed sign on Main Road, following the letter drop 

advising residents of the Parish Council proposals. The Parish Clerk advised he will 

now progress the application for the erection of the two speed signs (Main Road and 

Back Lane) and the purchase of the two Evolis solar signs. 

The collation and inputting of the financial accounts has started. The Internal audit will 



be carried out by the previous Parish Clerk Bob Bailey. The external audit will be 

carried out by the appointed auditor PKF Littlejohn LLP.   

(iii) Parish Council updates on issues arising since the last meeting: 

1) LALC:  Nothing to report. 

2) QUARRY:  

Councillor Williams provided an update regarding the general public viewing 

platform. He had recently been invited to visit the completed viewing platform 

which is due to open to the general public at the end of April. He advised that the 

viewing platform and views are very impressive. The Quarry are planning to hold 

an opening ceremony and have suggested that a plaque of some sort identifying 

the efforts of George Smith is fitted to the platform. Councillor Williams will check 

to ensure George Smith is happy with this suggestion. The official date of the 

opening ceremony will be announced shortly. Councillor Williams advised that he 

would raise the issue of funding, from the Quarry towards the proposed 

refurbishment of the Nether Kellet play area, at the next Liaison Meeting which is 

planned for some time in June 2021.     

3) TWINNING ASSOCIATION:  Nothing to report.  

4) FLY-TIPPING:   

Councillor Winrow advised that there had been one instance of fly tipping since 

the last meeting. The location was on Dunaldmill Lane in one of the passing 

points on the carriageway edge. It was agreed that the Lengthsman would 

arrange to clear the fly tipped material. The Parish Clerk would add the location 

and approximate date to the log being maintained to record fly tipping instances 

in the Parish that are cleared by the Lengthsman. The Parish Clerk will check with 

County Councillor Williamson with regards to whom, at Lancaster City Council, he 

should send the record of instances. 

5) PRoW:  

The Map Modification Order upgrading Green Hill Lane (Footpath 11) is still 

awaiting a decision. The Parish Clerk has chased up the status of the application 

and has been advised that the application will be discussed at the next Regulatory 

Committee Meeting in June 2021. 

PRoW in the Parish are drying out well and are in general more accessible. 

Mike Ashton advised that he had repaired the stile to the footpath running along 

the left-hand side of Swantley Lake to Addington Lane.  

6) VILLAGE HALL: Nothing to report.  

7) PROJECTS:   

Evolis Solar Speed Signs 

The Parish Clerk advised there were no objections/concerns received from 

residents regarding the erection of the Evolis speed sign on Main Road in his 

earlier report.  

A formal request would now be made for the erection and commissioning of the 

signs by Lancashire County Council Street Lighting department.  

The location of the third speed sign was still under review as the proposed 

location at the entrance to the village from the Kellet Lane end was not suitable 

due to the 20mph advisory school sign location.  

Councillor Winrow advised that McGaffigans are planning to remove the horse to 

enable a repair to be carried out at their workshop. McGaffigans had raised 

concerns regarding the remaining horse leg supports that are fitted into the 

ground. These will need protecting once the horse is removed. Councillor Johnson 

advised that he would meet with McGaffigans at the play area prior to the 



removal of the horse. Mike Ashton suggested that the supporting legs remaining 

are protected with plywood boxes that are secured in position to prevent injury 

and removal. 

Nether Kellet Play Area Refurbishment.  

Councillor Johnson advised that the newly formed Play Area Development Group 

were now known as NK PLAY. A logo has been developed to help advertise and 

promote the Group in their efforts to seek funding for the redevelopment of the 

play area. The aim was to try and complete the redevelopment to enable the new 

play area to be formally opened at the 2022 Field Day. Other proposals to extend 

the play area into the Parish owned field adjacent were also being considered.  

Stephen Hinde advised that the owner of the field adjacent to the play area had 

confirmed they were not willing to sell their land.  

8) B4RN: Nothing to report. 

9) LENGTHSMAN REPORT: 

The Lengthsman provided his verbal report summarised as follows; 

Mike Ashton advised that he had completed his Time and Works Record sheet for 

March. This had been passed to Councillors prior to the meeting for their 

information. 

Weekly checks to the play area had been carried out. The monthly check to the 

defibrillator had been carried out and the details of the check entered onto the 

online reporting system. The repairs to the stile discussed earlier will be invoiced 

separately directly to the Parish Clerk. These costs will be paid for using the grant 

provided by the Lancashire County Council PRoW Local Delivery Scheme. 

10) GRASS/VERGE CUTTING:  

The Parish Clerk advised that the information passed to Councillors in late March 

related to the works that Lancashire County Council were carrying out to highway 

related verges and the other grassed areas in and around the village covered 

under the Grasslands Management Strategy. Mike Ashton advised that he had 

spoken to a Lancaster City Council Public Realm Supervisor who advised that 

there would likely be cuts carried out every 4 weeks throughout the grass/verge 

maintenance season. After a discussion it was agreed that Councillors and the 

Lengthsman would monitor when cuts were carried out to record the frequency of 

the cuts and to check on the general condition of the grassed areas in and around 

the village. The Parish Clerk will also resend the Grasslands Management Strategy 

details to all Councillors for their information. 

11) OTHER MATTERS:  

Stephen Hind asked if the Parish Council would be interested in a tree planting 

initiative that was being promoted by a Bolton Le Sands resident. The initiative 

relates to the planting of trees in gardens and private land (with appropriate 

permission). A discussion was held, and it was agreed that Councillors would 

consider the proposals and discuss at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

Councillor Winrow asked if the Parish Council would be able to source any litter 

picking equipment and PPE. Mike Ashton advised that the Bay Partnership had 

provided equipment in the past for Bolton Le Sands Parish Council. Mike agreed 

to pass contact details to Councillor Johnson who would see if the Bay Partnership 

could provide similar equipment to Nether Kellet Parish Council. A suggestion was 

also made to promote a litter picking day once the equipment has been sourced. 

12) COVID-19: 

Current restrictions and guidance continue to be provided to Councillors by both 

Lancaster City Council and the National Association of Local Councils. 

Remote meetings facilitated by Zoom will continue for the foreseeable future. 



20111 PLANNING APPLICATION/S/TRAFFIC ORDERS: 

Application No: Description & Site Address 

No Planning Applications or Traffic Orders had been received since the last meeting was 

held. 
 

20112 PLANNING AUTHORITY DECISIONS:  

The Planning Applications Comments and Decisions March document was provided to all 

Councillors in advance of the meeting. Reference 21/0024/TCA application was permitted 

on the 08.03.2021. All other applications were awaiting a decision.  

20113 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  

Description Amount £ 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses - March 2021 £299.94 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription - March 2021 £14.39 

Contribution to Round & About printing costs - October 2020 to February 2021 £486.66 

Scribe Accounts Annual Subscription 01.06.2021 to 31.05.2022 £172.80 

Copies of all invoices had been passed to Councillors in advance of the meeting for their 

information. After a discussion and explanation of the invoiced details by the Parish Clerk it 

was RESOLVED that all the above payments be made. 

20114 TO CONSIDER THE GRASSLANDS MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 2021: 

A discussion was held by Councillors in relation to the Strategy in Members Updates 10) 

Grass/Verge Cutting. Details and actions were recorded in this section.  

20115 TO CONSIDER THE LANCASTER DISTRICT FLOODING PLAN:  

The Parish Clerk had forwarded details of the Lancaster City Council Lancaster District 

Flooding Plan to Councillors for their consideration. The Plan had also been sent to 

Thomas Mace for his comment. Thomas Mace had provided a detailed response to the 

request for comments which in turn had been forwarded by the Parish Clerk to Councillors 

for their comment. It was agreed that Councillors will review the Plan and the information 

provided by Thomas Mace and forward any further comments to the Parish Clerk. The 

Parish Clerk would then collate the information and return it to Lancaster City Council on 

behalf of the Parish Council. 

20116 TO CONSIDER THE PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL MEETING 2021: 

It was agreed that the Annual Parish Council Meeting would be held on the 02.06.2021. 

This would then be followed by the usual monthly Parish Council Meeting. 

20117 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST BY THE PARISH CLERK FOR A SPINAL COLUMN POINT 

(SCP) INCREACE: 

It was agreed by Councillors that the request from the Parish Clerk to move from SCP 

point 7 to 10 would be granted. The Parish Clerk thanked Councillors for their decision.  

20118 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely using Zoom Cloud Meeting 

Application on Wednesday 5th May 2021 at 7.00pm. The Parish Council meeting closed 

at 8:20pm. 

Clerk of the Council: A Osmotherley    Date:  21.04.2021 

Chair:  Nick Johnson     Date:  21.04.2021 


