
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely using Zoom Cloud 

Application on Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:   

Councillor Johnson (Chair) 

Councillor Winrow (Deputy Chair) 

Councillor Bentham 

 
Councillor Whitaker 

Councillor Williams 

In attendance:   

Adrian Osmotherley - Parish Clerk  

Stephen Hinde - Village Hall Representative 

Mike Ashton - Lengthsman 

No residents or members of the public were in attendance 

The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting. The meeting had been arranged to enable 

all attendees to be able to follow government restrictions in relation to social isolating, public 

gatherings, and movement restrictions because of the COVID19 Pandemic. 

20072 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Apologies were received from Councillor Riley and County Councillor Phillippa Williamson. 

20073 MINUTES:  

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 7th October 2020 

be approved.   

20074 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  

No declaration of interests was raised. 

20075 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION & INFORMATION ONLY UPDATES: 

(i) Public discussion:    

There were no residents in attendance. Stephen Hinde was in attendance representing 

the Village Hall. 

(ii) Clerks report and correspondence:   

The Parish Clerk presented his report setting out updates on previous actions, 

activities, resolutions, and correspondence received as follows; 

Bank balance for the month ending 30.09.2020 was £24,254.00. 

A message of condolence on behalf of the Parish Council has been sent to the family 

of the late Pat Bradley.  

The barrier on the footway on Main Road is still in place. The Parish Clerk advised he 

will request an update from the Lancaster City Council Planning Department once the 

notice of compliance has expired on the 29.11.2020. 

The Parish Clerk confirmed that quarterly checks and an annual inspection of the play 

area are being facilitated by Lancaster City Council. A copy of the annual inspection 

report had been sent to Councillors for their information in advance of the meeting. 

The annual inspection identified details of maintenance and repairs required. These 

were risk assessed and colour coded depending on the nature and severity of the 

defect. The Parish Clerk explained that green was low risk and no action needed, 

amber was medium risk and monitor/watch and red was high risk and potentially 

dangerous and a repair would be required. Going forward the Parish Clerk will receive 

these reports and monitor the risk assessed defects to ensure repair works are carried 

out appropriately. Public Liability insurance is in place, but the Insurers have requested 

that the Parish Council carry out a weekly visual check. After a brief discussion it was 

Councillor Halhead 



agreed that Mike Ashton would carry out these visual checks and confirm the weekly 

checks have been carried out at each monthly meeting as part of his Lengthsman 

report.  

Lancashire County Council have advised that the planned location for one of the three 

Evolis Solar Speed sign is not acceptable. The other two locations are currently being 

considered. An action was placed on the Parish Clerk to look at alternative speed 

signage at this location, an alternative location or whether the start of the 30mph 

speed restriction could be relocated to the other side of the motorway bridge.  

Tech-Hub have reviewed the Nether Kellet website and advised that it does not 

currently meet the Government recommendations for accessibility. A price has been 

provided by Tech-Hub to upgrade the website as well as an annual fee for web 

hosting. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would discuss these issues with Lizzy Mace 

in the first instance. A price would also be obtained for counter/Google Analytics 

software to be installed onto the website to find out how many people are actually 

visiting the website. 

  

(iii) Parish Council updates on issues arising since the last meeting: 

1) LALC:   

Nothing to report. High levels of correspondence are being received from 

LALC/NALC and Lancaster City Council in the main relating to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

2) QUARRY:  

The meeting with the Quarry planned for the 03.11.2020 was cancelled. A new 

meeting date is to be arranged shortly. Councillor Williams agreed to ask the 

Quarry if they are willing to fund the village Christmas tree this season. It was 

agreed that the tree would be erected the first week in December. 

3) TWINNING ASSOCIATION:   

Nothing to report. 

4) FLY-TIPPING:   

Nothing to report. 

5) PRoW:  

The Map Modification Order upgrading Green Hill Lane (Footpath 11) is still 

awaiting a decision.  

Councillors had been sent details of issues identified to Footpath numbers 1 and 

12 by Michael Watson. The recent wet weather would have worsened the flooding 

issues identified by Michael. It was agreed that the issue to the kissing gate would 

be repaired by the Lengthsman once the weather improves. Councillors agreed 

that they would need to wait until the spring to further assess the flooding issues. 

Councillor Halhead advised that drainage works had been carried out recently 

between Stubb Hall Farm and Lawsons Farm. This may improve the flooding 

issues in this area.  

A discussion was held about whether it was appropriate for the Parish 

Lengthsman to carry out works to the PRoW in the Parish. It was agreed that this 

work was appropriate. It was also agreed that travel time and time spent in 

collection of materials and disposing of waste would form part of the overall cost 

of the work. 

6) VILLAGE HALL:   

Stephen Hinde advised that Village Hall was waiting for a second quotation from 

a contractor to erect CCTV cameras in and around the Village Hall. The Play Group 

activities were to continue through the latest Government COVID-19 restrictions. 

It was also noted that the social distanced trick or treat idea was well received. 



This involved the children spotting pictures of witches in property windows 

around the Parish.  

7) PROJECTS:   

Councillor Halhead advised that the planned repair by McGaffigans to the horse 

in the children’s play area would once again be delayed due to the latest 

Government restrictions that come into force on the 05.11.2020.  

The Parish Council were still awaiting formal approval for the erection of two 

Evolis radar speed signs. 

8) B4RN:  

Councillor Bentham provided the following update; 

Work was progressing well to the Route 4 line. Meadowcroft was about to be 

connected. This would mean that an additional 10 properties would be connected 

shortly. 

9) LENGTHSMAN REPORT:  

The Lengthsman provided his verbal report summarised as follows; 

Mike Ashton advised that he had completed his Time and Works Record sheet for 

October. This had been passed to Councillors by the Parish Clerk prior to the 

meeting. 

Mike had met recently with Mark Henry (Lancaster City Council Supervisor for play 

areas) to discuss the Annual Inspection Report that had recently been carried out. 

Mike suggested that there were a few repairs that needed to be carried out. These 

repairs were explained by Mike and a discussion held with Councillors. It was 

agreed that these works (although not identified on the Annual Maintenance 

Report as urgent/dangerous) would be carried out by Mike.  

10) GRASS/VERGE CUTTING:  

The footway on Back Lane is very narrow due to weeds growing over from 

beneath the hedges and from weeds growing on the footway. The Parish Clerk 

has reported the issue via the highways defect reporting system to Lancashire 

County Council. Councillor Whitaker advised that about a month ago he saw a 

quad bike, presumably from Lancashire County Council, carrying out weed 

treatment/spraying to the section of footway from the village to Carnforth.  Mike 

Ashton also advised that he had recently carried out some weed spraying to this 

section of footway and carriageway edge. 

11) OTHER MATTERS:  

Councillor Halhead advised that there were surface water issues on Shaw Lane 

following the recent heavy rain. The water flowing down Shaw Lane is missing the 

gullies due to the topography of the carriageway surface. He has reported the 

issues to Lancashire County Council. 

A report has been received about a private residential garage surface water 

pipework being directed onto the footway. Mike Ashton will provide 

photographic evidence to the Parish Clerk who will report the issue to Lancashire 

County Council. 

Reports/complaints have been received about overhanging trees/branches that 

are causing a hazard to pedestrians using the footway on Main Road. Councillor 

Winrow has agreed to discuss the issues with the relevant property owners in the 

first instance. It is the responsibility of residents/property owners to ensure that 

trees/bushes etc that are within their property boundary do not encroach onto 

the footway/carriageway.  

Councillor Bentham provided an update relating to the recent interview with 

Marion Preston regarding the history of the Peace Stone and the fact that Nether 

Kellet is a doubly Thankful Village. The interview was featured on Radio Lancashire 



on Thursday 29.11.2020. 

12) COVID-19: 

Current Government guidance advises that play areas are to remain open. The 

Parish Clerk has sourced some additional signage (Hands, Face, Space) via 

Lancaster City Council. Mike Ashton will erect these once he receives the signage. 

There is considerable guidance being received by the Parish Clerk relating to 

COVID-19. Distribution of this advice has been extended to ensure the guidance 

is received by the Round and About editorial team. 

Stephen Hind advised that the Village Hall group have a WhatsApp group chat. 

After a brief discussion it was agreed that the Parish Clerk would join the group to 

enable him to post any urgent or informative Parish Council related information.  

Remote meetings facilitated by Zoom will continue for the foreseeable future. 

20076 PLANNING APPLICATION/S/TRAFFIC ORDERS: 

Application No: Description & Site Address 

20/01034/FUL Demolition of agricultural buildings, change of use of two 

agricultural barns to one dwelling/house, change of use of 

agricultural land to residential land in association with the 

proposed dwelling, creation of a new vehicular access point, 

excavation of land to create a driveway and construction of a car 

port. Hill Top Farm, Hill Lane, Nether Kellet, LA6 1HA. 

20/01121/FUL Erection of an extension to existing agricultural livestock building. 

Intack Farm, Long Dales, Nether Kellet, LA61HB. 

20/01171/FUL Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear/side 

extension incorporating replacement roof. 2 Main Road, Nether 

Kellet, Carnforth, Lancashire, LA6 1HG. 

            After a lengthy discussion it was RESOLVED that all the above planning applications be 

supported in principle. 
 

20077 PLANNING AUTHORITY DECISIONS:  

The updated Planning Applications Comments and Decisions July/August document was 

provided to all councillors in advance of the meeting. Application 20/00458/FUL has been 

permitted. The application for a definitive map modification order upgrading Green Hill 

lane (Footway 11) is still awaiting a decision. 

20078 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  

Description Amount £ 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses – October 2020 £299.94 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription – October 2020 £14.39 

 After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the above payments be made. 

20079 TO CONSIDER A REQUEST BY HALTON JUNIORS TO USE THE VILLAGE FOOTBALL 

PITCH: 

A request had been received by the Parish Clerk for the Halton FC juniors to use the village 

football pitch. A discussion was held between Councillors and Mike Ashton who cuts the 

grass on the football pitch area. Concerns were raised about the current condition of the 

football pitch and the soft condition of the field in general. It was decided that the request 

would be reviewed again at the March 2021 meeting but at this time the request was 

declined due to concerns about the soft condition of the football pitch. 

 



20080 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely using Zoom Cloud Meeting 

Application on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 7.00pm. The Parish Council meeting 

closed at 8:45pm. 

 

 

Clerk of the Council: A Osmotherley    Date:  12.11.2020 

 

 

Chair:  Nick Johnson     Date:  12.11.2020 


