
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely using Zoom Cloud 

Application on Wednesday 7th October 2020 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:   

Councillor Johnson (Chair) 

Councillor Winrow (Deputy Chair) 

Councillor Bentham 

 
Councillor Whitaker 

 

In attendance:   

Adrian Osmotherley - Parish Clerk  

Stephen Hinde - Village Hall Representative 

Mike Ashton - Lengthsman 

No residents or members of the public were in attendance 

The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting. The meeting had been arranged to enable 

all attendees to be able to follow government restrictions in relation to social isolating, public 

gatherings, and movement restrictions because of the COVID19 Pandemic. 

20063 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Apologies were received from Councillor’s Riley and Williams and County Councillor 

Phillippa Williamson. 

20064 MINUTES:  

 It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 2nd September 

2020 be approved.   

20065 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  

No declaration of interests was raised. 

20066 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION & INFORMATION ONLY UPDATES: 

(i) Public discussion:    

There were no residents in attendance. Stephen Hinde was in attendance representing 

the Village Hall. 

(ii) Clerks report and correspondence:   

The Parish Clerk presented his report setting out updates on previous actions, 

activities, resolutions, and correspondence received as follows; 

Bank balance for the month ending 30.09.2020 was £24,621.00. 

A request has been made to the previous Parish Clerk for the finalised budget forecast 

for 2020 to 2021. Once this has been received the Parish Clerk can then carry out a six 

month review of actual expenditure against forecasted expenditure. 

Parish meeting records for March to September 2020 have now been posted on the 

Parish website. Missing records have been requested from the previous Parish Clerk. 

A defect report relating to the overgrown footway on Back Lane has been sent to 

Lancashire County Council. 

The barrier on the footway on Main Road is still in place. The Parish Clerk advised 

Councillors that further correspondence has been sent to Lancaster City Council 

expressing the ongoing concerns of the Parish Council. The Parish Clerk has requested 

photos where debris from the property roof/building has fallen onto the footway. This 

can then be forwarded to Lancashire County Council as evidence to back up the Parish 

Council concerns.  

Work has now been completed in constructing the access into the Thankful Memorial. 

No reports of flooding within the Parish have been received during the past month. 

Councillor Halhead 



  

(iii) Parish Council updates on issues arising since the last meeting: 

1) LALC:   

Nothing to report. High levels of correspondence are being received from 

LALC/NALC and Lancaster City Council in the main relating to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

2) QUARRY:  

Anti-social behaviours and speeding cars along Hill Lane.  

A further meeting has been held on site on the 06.11.2020 facilitated by 

Councillor Johnson. Police Sergeant Brown attended from Lancashire 

Constabulary. Since the Police and PCSO had arranged increased surveillance of 

the area reports of anti-social behaviours had stopped. A discussion was held by 

Councillors about the ongoing situation which will be monitored going forward. 

County Councillor Williamson has advised Councillors that Lancashire County 

Council were in discussion with the Quarry owners with a view to funding the 

resurfacing of the section of carriageway at the entrance to the Quarry via Back 

Lane. This will be monitored over the coming months. The Parish Clerk asked all 

Councillors for further photos of the area if the condition of the carriageway 

surface worsens to enable further defect reports to be submitted to Lancashire 

County Council. 

3) TWINNING ASSOCIATION:   

Nothing to report. 

4) FLY-TIPPING:   

Nothing to report. 

5) PRoW:  

The Map Modification Order upgrading Green Hill Lane (Footpath 11) is still 

awaiting a decision. The Parish Council have submitted a formal objection to the 

proposal. 

6) VILLAGE HALL:   

Stephen Hinde advised that Village Hall was currently in discussion with a 

contractor to erect CCTV cameras in and around the Village Hall. Locations of the 

actual CCTV cameras was yet to be decided. A couple of CCTV signs had been 

provided by Councillor Johnson which were spare from the Hill Lane initiative.  

 

7) PROJECTS:   

Councillor Halhead had chased up the planned repair by McGaffigans to the 

horse in the children’s play area. The contractor was still dealing with a backlog of 

work from March 2020. It was agreed that Councillor Halhead would request a 

potential start date from the contractor.  

Following the meeting on site with the Lancashire County Council Speed 

Management Team Engineer the Parish Council were still awaiting formal 

approval for the erection of the three Evolis radar speed signs. 

8) B4RN:  

Councillor Bentham provided the following update; 

For the first time, householders on the east side of Halton Road and Main Road 

including Meadowcroft, and Ashmeadow Road should soon be able to get a 

B4RN connection.  

Householders who live in this area and would like a B4RN connection and 

have not already applied for a voucher, should now do so.  

With the help of Nether Kellet B4RN volunteers, Tony Middleton a B4RN 



contractor has finished digging and laying the ducts around the SE side of the 

village. This means that B4RN can now install core fibre. Fibre blowing and fusing 

is continuing during Covid-19 restrictions. 

 

Further digging is required to reach many properties throughout the village. In 

some cases, we have not been given permission to lay ducts but we still have 

plenty of work where we do have permission, volunteers are still required.  

 

Volunteers are able to maintain Covid-19 physical distancing requirements and 

because they are classified as key workers are able to assist householders to lay 

ducts in their own gardens and install house kits. The number of volunteers is 

small, and we would like to encourage more people to volunteer and to help us. 

46 properties in the parish (plus 12 in Halton with Aughton) are now connected. 

 

LENGTHSMAN REPORT:  

The Lengthsman provided his report summarised as follows; 

Mike firstly advised Councillors of the sudden death of Pat Bradley. Pat was the 

Parish Clerk for Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council. Pat had served the Parish Council 

as Parish Clerk for the past 19 years. It was agreed that the Parish Clerk would 

send a card offering the condolences of the Parish Council.  

A sign has now been erected at the entrance to the play area identifying the 

Parish Council email as a contact for any issues in relation to the play area. A 

discussion was held by Councillors regarding the overall responsibility for the 

management and maintenance of the play area. The Parish Clerk has requested 

further information in relation to responsibilities from Lancaster City Council 

Public Realm Department. 

Mike provided a further photograph of suspected vandalism to a waste bin. 

Stephen Hind advised that he has spoken to a number of young people none of 

whom he suspected had carried out the damage. A discussion was held about the 

locations of the proposed CCTV cameras at the Village Hall and whether these 

may be able to view specific areas where damage is being caused. 

The Elder tree growth wrapped around the BT pole has now been removed.  

9) GRASS/VERGE CUTTING:  

Grass cutting to some selected verges on Hornby Bank, Shaw Lane, Church Hill, 

and the Junction Kellet Lane and Bolton Road was still being carried out by the 

Parish Lengthsman. Lancaster City Council have advised that they have re started 

planned verge maintenance and grass cutting in the area, but they are carrying 

out a reduced service and dealing with a backlog of work caused by the COVID-

19 restrictions. It will be some time until normal service is resumed. At an earlier 

meeting it had been agreed that the Lengthsman would carry out verge and grass 

cutting for aesthetic reasons to selected verges within the Parish. As such the 

Parish would cover the costs of this work. 

The footway on Back Lane is very narrow due to weeds growing over from 

beneath the hedges and from weeds growing on the footway. The Parish Clerk 

has reported the issue via the highways defect reporting system to Lancashire 

County Council. 

10) OTHER MATTERS:  

Councillor Johnson advised that there had been little progress with the Lodges 

Charity transfer of funds due to the continued COVID-19 restrictions in place. 

The leak on Shaw Lane has now been rectified. A second excavation and repair 

were carried out by the contractor (Morrison Utility Services Ltd). This now seems 

to have stopped the water from seeping out of the carriageway surface. 



11) COVID-19: 

Remote meetings facilitated by Zoom will continue for the foreseeable future. 

20067 PLANNING APPLICATION/S/TRAFFIC ORDERS: 

Application No: Description & Site Address 

            No planning applications had been received during the period. 
 

20068 PLANNING AUTHORITY DECISIONS:  

The updated Planning Applications Comments and Decisions July/August document was 

provided to all councillors in advance of the meeting. Application 20/0147/TCA has been 

permitted. The application for a definitive map modification order upgrading Green Hill 

lane (Footway 11) is still awaiting a decision. 

20069 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  

Description Amount £ 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses – September 2020 £331.86 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription – September 2020 £14.39 

 After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the above payments be made. 

20070 LODGES CHARITY FUNDS TRANSFER: Discussed and noted in 20066 - 10) Other Matters. 

20071 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely using Zoom Cloud Meeting 

Application on Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7.00pm. The Parish Council meeting 

closed at 8:15pm. 

 

 

Clerk of the Council: A Osmotherley    Date:  17.10.2020 

 

 

Chair:  Nick Johnson     Date:  17.10.2020 


