
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely using Zoom Cloud 

Application on Wednesday 2nd September 2020 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:   

Councillor Johnson (Chair) 

Councillor Winrow (Deputy Chair) 

Councillor Bentham 

 
Councillor Whitaker 

 

In attendance:   

Adrian Osmotherley - Parish Clerk  

Phillippa Williamson - Lancashire County Councillor 

Stephen Hinde - Village Hall Representative 

No residents or members of the public were in attendance 

The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting. The meeting had been arranged to enable 

all attendees to be able to follow government restrictions in relation to social isolating, public 

gatherings, and movement restrictions because of the COVID19 Pandemic. 

20054 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Apologies were received from Councillors Riley and Williams, and Mike Ashton 

(Lengthsman). 

20055 MINUTES:  

 It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2020 be 

approved.   

20056 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  

No declaration of interests was raised. 

20057 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION & INFORMATION ONLY UPDATES: 

(i) Public discussion:    

There were no residents in attendance. Stephen Hinde was in attendance representing 

the Village Hall. 

(ii) Clerks report and correspondence:   

The Parish Clerk presented his report setting out updates on previous actions, 

activities, resolutions, and correspondence received as follows; 

The barrier on the footway on Main Road is still in place. There was some discussion 

about the best course of action to try and apply pressure to Lancashire County Council 

to legally force the owner of the property, with the dangerous roof, to carry out 

remedial/repair works to make the building safe. The Parish Clerk has requested 

photos where debris from the property roof/building has fallen onto the footway. This 

can then be forwarded to Lancashire County Council as evidence to back up the Parish 

Concerns. Parish Clerk to email concerns to Lancaster City Council that the barrier is 

not providing protection to members of the public when passing by the property. 

Work has now started on the construction of the access into the Thankful Memorial. 

This work should be completed in the next week or so. 

Lancaster City Council have instructed the owner of the hedge that was heavily 

coppiced in the field adjacent to Main Road to erect a protective fence around it to 

assist with future growth. Councillor Halhead advised that this work has now started. 

The condition of the carriageway on Back Lane adjacent to the entrance to the quarry 

is still causing some concern. County Councillor Williamson advised that she is 

applying pressure to Lancashire County Council and the County Councillor for 

Councillor Halhead 



Highways for the area of road to be included in the surfacing programme. Parish Clerk 

asked all Councillors for further photos of the area if the condition of the carriageway 

surface worsens.  

An additional authorised banking signatory (Councillor Johnson) will be added to the 

existing two Councillors who are current authorised signatories. Two signatories are 

required to authorise any payments made by the Parish Clerk.    

(iii) Parish Council updates on issues arising since the last meeting: 

1) LALC:   

Nothing to report. 

2) QUARRY:  

Anti-social behaviours and speeding cars along Hill Lane.  

A meeting has been held on site facilitated by Councillor Johnson. The meeting 

involved the local police who have advised they have instigated a watch on this 

road and have committed to carrying out regular patrols in this area. CCTV in 

Operation signage has now been erected along Hill Lane and at the nearby farm 

entrance. Councillor Johnson has also made the local PCSO aware of the anti-

social behaviour in this area so he can also keep an eye on the area. 

3) TWINNING ASSOCIATION:   

Nothing to report. 

4) FLY-TIPPING:   

Nothing to report. 

5) PRoW:  

Councillor Whitaker advised that the PRoW that runs in the Bessie Bank field 

adjacent to Timpenny Lane heading towards Bolton-le-Sands needs repair. 

Councillor Whitaker advised he will discuss this work with the Lengthsman so 

repair/maintenance can be carried out in the near future. 

6) VILLAGE HALL:   

Stephen Hinde advised that the Play Group are now back using the Village Hall 

facility. There is also a meeting planned for Thursday 03.09.2020. Councillor 

Johnson advised he would try and attend the meeting. A discussion was held 

around the photos provided by the Lengthsman of a number of instances of 

damage in and around the play area. Stephen Hinde said he has an idea who may 

be causing this damage and advised he will talk to/educate the individuals 

regarding this damage when he next sees them.  

7) PROJECTS:   

Councillor Halhead agreed to again chase up the planned repair by McGaffigans 

to the horse in the children’s play area that had been suspended due to COVID-

19 restrictions placed on the contractor. 

The Parish Clerk advised he has a meeting on site with the Lancashire County 

Council Speed Management Team Engineer to discuss and finalise the locations 

of the three Evolis Radar Speed Signs on the 03.09.2020. A formal application to 

Lancashire County Council Street Lighting Section can then be made. 

8) B4RN:  

Councillor Bentham provided the following update; 

Several properties on Briar Lea including some of the new houses have now been 

connected. Fibre ducts and fibre have been supplied to various properties at 

Intack Farm. 

A site meeting with a B4RN representative and contractor, Tony Middleton from 

Dent was held about 3 weeks ago and plans were made to start on Route 4 (East 

of Halton and Main Roads). Tony Middleton is due to start laying fibre ducts for 

Route 4 on Monday 7th September. He will probably be here for about 2 weeks. 



At least 20 residents have been patiently waiting for a B4RN connection on Route 

4 for over two years. These residents should happily be live before the end of the 

year. 

Some residents have been concerned that their gigabit vouchers (worth £150) will 

expire soon. B4RN has reassured them that due to the Corona virus crisis, the 

period of validity will be extended. 

9) LENGTHSMAN REPORT:  

The Lengthsman provided his report summarised as follows; 

Grass cutting to some selected verges on Hornby Bank, Shaw Lane, Church Hill, 

and the Junction Kellet Lane and Bolton Road was still being carried out. Parish 

Clerk has contacted Lancaster City Council to try and find out when they will start 

their verge/grass maintenance works again and is awaiting a response. 

Weed treatment has been carried out too much of the highway in the Parish. 

Photographs of suspected vandalism in and around the play area/village square 

have been provided to Councillors ahead of the meeting. 

The Elder tree growth wrapped around the BT pole will be removed shortly now 

arrangements have been made with Lancaster City Council to assist with the 

removal of green waste to the local recycling centre.  

10) GRASS/VERGE CUTTING:  

The footway on Back Lane is still quite narrow due to weeds growing over from 

beneath the hedges and from weeds growing on the footway. An Action was 

placed on the Parish Clerk to report this issue to Lancashire County Council 

Highways as it was their responsibility to ensure the footway was safe to be used 

by the public. Currently the footway width is not wide enough for prams and 

wheelchair access is some areas. 

11) OTHER MATTERS:  

Councillor Whitaker advised that a suspicious vehicle (silver Range Rover) had 

been seen parked in the yard area at Lane End Farm around midnight on the 

Sunday 31.08.2020. 

Councillor Johnson provided an update (noted in Item 2 Quarry) regarding the 

unsociable behaviours on Hill Lane. The Parish Council will continue to monitor 

the situation. 

Councillor Johnson advised that he would be continuing with the releasing of 

funds from the Lodges Charity now that the COVID-19 restrictions had been 

lifted. He planned to arrange a meeting with the Bank ahead of the next meeting. 

The leak on Shaw Lane had been marked again by United Utilities for the 

contractor (Morrisons) to attend site to carry out a further investigatory 

excavation and repair if the source of the leak is found. Councillor Johnson 

advised that Lancashire County Council Streetworks Team has issued a fine to the 

contractor for an overrun of the road closure/traffic lights erected during the last 

attempt at a repair of the leak. 

12) COVID-19: 

 A discussion was held around the current situation and whether it would be 

appropriate to start holding the monthly Parish Council meetings in the Church 

Hall again. The Parish Clerk advised that the current guidance from Lancaster City 

Council and NALC is for meetings to be held remotely where possible. It was 

agreed to review the situation ahead of the next meeting planned for early 

October 2020. 

 

 



20058 PLANNING APPLICATION/S/TRAFFIC ORDERS: 

Application No: Description & Site Address 

20/0147/TCA Raise canopy and crown thin copper beech tree. Downderry, 

Halton Road, Nether Kellet, LA61EU. 

N/A Application for definitive map modification order upgrading of 

Green Hill Lane Footpath 11) Nether Kellet Lancaster. 

            After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the above planning application be 

supported in principle. The application for the Footway 11 map modification was not  

supported and details of the Parish Council concerns had been emailed to Lancaster City  

Council Planning Department. 
 

20059 PLANNING AUTHORITY DECISIONS:  

The updated Planning Applications Comments and Decisions July/August document was 

provided to all councillors in advance of the meeting. No changes to current status were 

recorded since the last meeting. 

20060 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: 

Description Amount £ 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses – July 2020 (based on 

2019/20 rates) 
£292.66 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses – August 2020 (based 

on 2019/20 rates) 
£328.26 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription – July 2020 £14.39 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription – August 2020 £14.39 

P Walton Tree Services - Invoice No 3288 Remove Bough from 

Poplar Tree 
£40.00 

The Screeners – CCTV In Operation Signs, 4no Rigid Plastic and 4no 

Metal 
£35.60 

 After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the above payments be made. 

20061 TO CONSIDER THE PARISH CLERK WEEKLY TIME ALLOWANCE FROM 4 TO 6 HOURS 

After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the allowance be increased to 6 hours.   

20062 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely using Zoom Cloud Meeting 

Application on Wednesday 7th October 2020 at 7.00pm. The Parish Council meeting 

closed at 8:30pm. 

 

 

Clerk of the Council: A Osmotherley    Date:  23.09.2020 

 

 

Chair:  Nick Johnson     Date:  23.09.2020 


