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EDITORIAL 
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team, who reserve the right to edit submissions for reasons of space, content or 
grammar.  Items for publication should bear the name of the author, with address 
and telephone number - although this information will not necessarily be printed 
(we may need to contact the author for clarification or further information.)   

 

The final day for submission of items for the next issue    	–	August 2020   	–		 
is 10th July.  Items for inclusion should be submitted to  
 

Christine Holdsworth, Editor, 21 Main Road, 736179 demdike@outlook.com 
John Bentham, ‘The Bungalow’, Halton Road 734353 jbj@nkt.myzen.co.uk	

 
Peter Riley, 3, Channel Head, 734008, is responsible for distribution  
Sue Hodkinson deals with advertising (commercial or “small ads.”); contact via 
 Tel: 734820 or email: sue@ogglet.force9.co.uk 

Remember – this is YOUR magazine.  We welcome your views and contributions 
 

You will also find this edition on the village website  http://www.netherkellet.com/ 
 

Cover photo: Blackcap  

We have been blessed with wonderful weather this spring, a thankful, slight 
compensation for the difficult and stressful times caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
The wild flowers and birds are taking advantage of the settled, warm and sunny 
weather.  If you walk through the woods on the footpath from Laithbutt’s Lane 
towards the High Roads quarry offices you will hear an amazing variety of 
birdsong. The blackbird and the chiffchaff are very loud and persistent but the 
most musical song comes from the blackcap. Some equate the blackcap’s song to 
that of the nightingale and some prefer it! 
 
The blackcap is a summer visitor, arriving in spring from Africa. Like the chiffchaff, 
it is a warbler. It feeds on insects and makes its nest close to the ground, often 
amongst scrubby vegetation or nettles. The female is similar to the male except 
that its cap is chestnut brown, not black. 
  

Printed by Bay Typesetters, Morecambe 

r.cleet@btinternet.com 
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Nether Kellet Community Primary School 
Well, it’s obviously been a very strange time and continues to be for everyone!  As 
you are probably aware, we have been shut (except for the children of key 
workers) since 23rd March.  It all felt very strange and we were upset to have to 
close and break up our school community for an indefinite amount of time.  We 
were aware how unsettling it was for the children to be faced with such uncertainty 
and a loss of routine and opportunities to see their friends.  
When 'lockdown' was imposed and the school was closed in the face of the Covid 
19 pandemic on 23 March 2020, some children prepared rainbow artwork as a 
symbol of hope. 

 
Since March, we 
have made the best 
of it and the children 
who have been in 
school have really 
enjoyed lots of fun 
activities and the 
luxury of being able 
to mix with other 
children not in their 
household.  We are 
also aware of those 
children at home 
whom we haven’t 
been able to see and 
have been providing 
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lots of learning online for them.  Teachers have been communicating via email 
and phone with our families throughout and it has been lovely to see and hear 
about all the lovely things that lots of them have been managing to do amidst 
lockdown!  That being said, we know how hard it is for parents, many of whom are 
trying to work from home or are concerned about job security, to help their 
children in their learning.  We have tried to always emphasise that, for us, we are 
happy for the children to be spending time outdoors and doing all sorts of activities 
with family members and aren’t expecting a full school day curriculum and lots of 
worksheets. Hopefully our parents haven’t felt too stressed by the whole thing. 
I would also like to say a big thank you to John Bentham, Ian Taylor, Phil Storer, 
Mick Procter, Andy Butler, John Clark, Tony Cowperthwaite, Jonathan Mace and 
also Chris Halhead, who gave permission to mole plough across his land at very 
short notice plus Tony & Sue Jones for organising regular B4RN update meetings, 
all of whom have worked so hard to get the B4RN network up and running in the 
village. We were connected a couple of weeks ago to the cabling and this week 
our ICT team have been moving our whole network over to B4RN.  It will save us 
a lot of money as we can connect to B4RN for free as a school so only need to 
pay for filtering, firewalls and maintenance.  As a result, we will pay around £1300 
per year rather than the current £3000 for broadband etc.  This is great news as 
we can spend that money on more tangible things for the children instead! 
At the moment, we are due to ‘reopen’ on June 1st for Y1 and Y6 children** 

(although most staff have been in school throughout the lockdown and all 
teachers have been working at home when not here).  We have come up with a 
plan that we are happy with to protect the children, staff and families, while also 
keeping school a welcoming, relaxing and fun place to be.  We look forward to the 
time when we can be back properly as we all miss the children and our school 
community immensely. 

Nicki Brough and all the staff at NK school. 
 

**Since this article was written, Lancashire County Council has issued further 
guidance to schools and following that advice, Nether Kellet School remains 
closed to all except children of key workers and children regarded as vulnerable. 
 

Lockdown 
The whole world at the moment is going through an unprecedented and 
frightening time - one that has touched the lives of lots of us and reminded us of 
how precious and fragile life is.  However, being in lockdown has provided us with 
so much more time and opportunities, don’t you think? We wake up every morning 
not sleep-deprived and groaning at the idea of another monotonous day of work or 
school ahead of us but with a feeling of pleasure and freedom in what we choose 
to do with our day.  

I’m of course not suggesting that I prefer life in self-isolation over my ordinary life, 
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because I would give anything for this all to be over and to be able to go back to 
school and catch up with my friends, as I’m sure you would too, but I think that 
being away with (hopefully) minimal distraction is a good time to catch up with 
work and maybe when we go back we’ll feel more grateful for the little things in 
our everyday lives that we may have missed before. I have tried to spend as much 
time as I can skyping and facetiming my friends through a game they introduced 
me to called Roblox (would highly recommend!) and in the past few weeks we 
have spent many a happy hour playing this.  

But being in lockdown isn’t all about playing on computers, obviously. I have also 
tried to spend some more time outside, to substitute for the huge amount of time 
we would normally be outside at school. Again, it’s amazing how much you miss 
when you’re rushing to get to school, work or other activities and although at the 
moment we’re only allowed one walk a day, it’s still a great way to get out and 
admire the near-silent world around you. You must’ve seen at least one of the 
many news stories about animals, thought to be extinct or at least very rare, 
coming back into their natural habitats for us to see, from small animals to 
dolphins and other incredible sea life. It’d be a shame to miss this from being 
inside so much, so I’d recommend taking every opportunity you can to be 
outdoors.  

I have tried to do more of the things I love doing, I’m doing four dance classes a 
week via Zoom and making singing videos for the choirs and groups I’m involved 
in - not to mention drawing and making art, as well as playing my ukulele. But I 
think the biggest opportunities I have taken during this lockdown period are within 
writing and reading. I have entered numerous story and saga writing competitions, 
as well as poetry competitions both within the clubs I’m involved in and online 
competitions too. As well as this, I have signed up to shadow the Lancashire Book 
of the Year award, for which I have to read the 12 shortlisted books and give a 
short review for each within a chat with the other people involved. All of the books 
I have read so far have been excellent and I look forward to reading the others. 
With so much homework and other projects in the ordinary school term, I rarely 
get time to read, a hobby which I greatly enjoy, so I think, with all of these things I 
have participated in, lockdown has given me more opportunities to do more of 
what I love. 

Getting involved in as much as you can really helps with lockdown-induced 
boredom, especially if you’re my age, so I would really recommend looking online 
to see if there are any competitions in something you enjoy, or maybe pick up a 
new hobby, perhaps in a musical instrument you’ve had lying around and want to 
learn to play or reading a book you’ve always wanted to read. I say go for it - if 
nothing else, you’ll have something to show off when everything goes back to 
normal! 

I hope that you all keep safe and well. 

Daisy Crow 
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Halton	Pharmacy	
	

110	High	Road		Halton		Lancaster	LA2	6PU	
	

Tel:	01524	812149					FAX:	01524	812168	
	

(Incorporating	Post	Office	~	open	Mon	Wed	Fri)	
Customer	car	park	for	easy	access	

 

Open	Monday	to	Friday	9am	to	5.30pm	
	

www.haltonpharmacy.co.uk	
	

Sign	up	for	our	FREE	Prescription	
Collection	/	Delivery	Service	to	your	home	

	

	
	

Ash	Trees	Pharmacy	
	

Market	Street		Carnforth			LA5	9JU	
	

Tel:	01524	727877					FAX:	01524	730421	
	

EXTENDED	OPENING	~	100	HOURS	
Monday	to	Friday	7am	to	11pm	

Saturday	8am	to	6.30pm		Sunday	8am	to	6pm	

www.ashtrees.co.uk	

 
 



	 5 

 

	



	 6 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	 	



	 7 

Nether Kellet Volunteer Group 
in Response to Covid-19 

 

Our volunteer group has continued to be busy 
helping our community. We are shopping for 
our neighbours, cooking for them, collecting 
pensions and prescriptions and have given out 
food parcels.  
In return, the village has been helping those 
vulnerable people in other communities by 
donating to a ‘food bank’ which is still being 
collected every Wednesday outside 77 Main 
Road.  
Brenda, at Blue Bell Cottages, has been 
making endless supplies of PPE including 

scrubs, bags 
for dirty scrubs, hats and masks. This has been 
dropped off at the RLI. If anyone else in the 
village is doing a similar thing, please let us know 
because it is such an amazing and kind act that 
you are doing for others.  
We have been receiving regular updates from 
the Parish ‘Covid-19’ meeting held every 
Tuesday.  
Sue and Barbara have updated a treasure hunt 

around the village that took place a number of years ago. It starts and finishes at 
the village hall and takes about an hour. If you and your family would like to have 
a go, email Barbara Bellis: barbara@barbob.plus.com 
Steve Hinde has a ‘Book Swap’ box outside his house on Halton Road for anyone 
to use.  
Finally, we just want to say a huge thank you to everyone in the village, from 
those who think up great activities for the community, to those who stand outside 
every Thursday evening banging pans for all key workers.  
If you would like to join our group or have any suggestions, please contact Steve 
Hinde on: 07957326850 or contact Maria Steele for more information on: 
07837724287 / 01524 720970 
Thank you. 
Maria Steele 
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8 O’Clock Thanks  
We have been very moved in our family by the applause across the green each 
Thursday evening as we say our thanks to the NHS and I wrote this in response:  
 
We heard the news on the TV today 
That the world had changed in a frightening way. 
That a virus more deadly than any we’d known 
Was in our streets and we must go home. 
Away from our families and away from our friends. 
Close the door, turn the lock, until the virus ends. 
Some people took to this easily - with baking and rainbows and smiles 
Some people found it harder to be away from their world for a while. 
Communities once tight together 
Were now divided by doors. 
And events and plans and the holding of hands 
Were cancelled now, of course. 
And the doctors and nurses, how they fought it. 
How they clashed with this dangerous foe. 
With everyone’s hearts right behind them - 
Off into battle they’d go. 
And the people, they wanted to thank them. 
Thank them for all they had done. 
For the care they had shown against this virus unknown - 
For keeping up the fight ‘til they’d won. 
And so it came to be that the world made a pact 
At 8 o’clock on Thursday nights, these heroes would be clapped. 
And we stood in our door that night, expecting to be alone 
As alone we were the rest of the hours in our family virus free zone. 
But as the clock struck 8 that night, from across the green blew a whistle 
An unspoken signal that now was the time to pay our respects, just a little. 
We clapped and cheered and sounded our horns and all across the green  
Our neighbours joined in and our cheers echoed round - oh what a sight to be 
seen! 
And we realised that Thursday night that we are still a community 
That the village we love is made of strong stuff and united. 
Just like it should be.        Jane Crow 
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DO YOU WANT TO MOVE MORE FREELY? 
 
At Versatile Physiotherapy Clinic we specialise in 
treating injuries and optimising your performance. 
• Come to our expert Chartered Physiotherapists 

(no need for a GP referral)  
• Prompt and Effective treatment from friendly, 

highly specialised clinicians  
Call us now on 01524 733033 if you would like to book 
a physiotherapy session. 

For those of you that enjoy physical challenges, 
competitive sports or gentle recreational pursuits 
and are experiencing pain or recurring injury, TPM 
can help. 

The Performance Matrix can identify impairments 
that are restricting you from your daily sporting 
pursuits. 

The clinic also offers a wide range of services including:  

l Pilates with Alex (Chartered Physiotherapist) classes on a 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday. 

l Yoga on a Wednesday evening. 

l Sports Massage clinic on a Tuesday afternoon/evening. 

Please check out our services at www.versatileclinic.co.uk 

Versatile Physiotherapy Clinic  

Lyne Riggs Estate, Lancaster Road, Carnforth, LA5 9EA  
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B4RN IN NETHER KELLET 
Broadband for the Rural North 

 

Requests for connection 
Villagers wanting a B4RN connection should now submit a Gigabit Voucher 
Request Form to B4RN via the Get B4RN webpage - 

https://b4rn.org.uk/postcode-checker/ 
 

Please apply now, even if you have a contract with your existing supplier. 
The B4RN start date can be deferred. 
 

Please also notify the Nether Kellet team via b4rn.netherkellet@gmail.com 
 

The Gigabit Broadband Voucher Scheme is now closed to new applicants. 
 

A Dig Grant of £150 is available for ducting installation within the owner’s land. 
This applies to households and businesses.  
 

Progress 
43 properties in the parish (plus 12 properties in Halton with Aughton) are now 
connected. 
 

The school and a few more properties (even numbers) on Bridge Road have gone 
live. The Hill Lane road crossing has been completed, enabling us to reach the SE 
side of the village (Meadowcroft, Halton Road, Ashmeadow Road, etc.). We are 
hoping to lay the ducts for these areas this summer. 
 

At the time of writing, fibre blowing and fusing is continuing. However, volunteer 
working parties are suspended as Covid-19 physical distancing cannot be 
maintained. Nevertheless, householders can still lay ducts in their own gardens 
and install house kits. 
 

Please address enquiries to b4rn.netherkellet@gmail.com . 
 

Further Information & Contact Details 
For general information, investment forms and Gigabit Voucher Request Forms 
see the main B4RN website www.b4rn.org.uk.  
 

Office address: Station Yard, Melling, via Carnforth, Lancs, LA6 2QY. 
Telephone:   01524 555887  Email: info@b4rn.org.uk  
 

The computer club sessions on Friday afternoons are currently suspended. 
 

For more information specific to Nether Kellet speak to John Bentham, Jonathan 
Mace, Phil Storer or Ian Taylor or go to  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/b4rn.netherkellet/  
(regularly updated) 
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The monthly B4RN progress meetings at Nether Kellet Community Primary 
School are also suspended until further notice. 
	

Nether Kellet Parish Council 
Coronavirus Update (COVID-19) 
The coronavirus has led to all of us having to change the way we carry out our 
day to day activities both in our personal life and whilst at work. These changes 
have also affected the way the Nether Kellet Parish Council is able to operate. 
The last two parish council meetings have been conducted remotely using Zoom 
Cloud Meetings technology. One to one meetings between myself and parish 
councillors have also been conducted using WhatsApp. In addition to this, a 
parish council WhatsApp group has been created to enable regular informal 
communication to be carried out. I am pleased to say that the introduction of these 
new technologies has been adopted in an extremely positive way by the parish 
councillors, enabling the parish council to continue to function through this difficult 
and challenging period. 
Councillor Johnson and I have also been regular attendees at the weekly Area 
Parish Council meeting facilitated by the Lancaster City Council Community 
Connectors Team. These meetings are carried out remotely using Microsoft 
Teams technology. The aim of these meetings is for local parish councils to share 
experiences and receive updates specifically in relation to COVID-19. At the 
meetings, Councillor Johnson has been able to feed back to the Community 
Connectors Team and other parish councils about the work and support provided 
by the volunteer groups in the village in assisting vulnerable and shielded people 
and the NHS by making masks and clothing. On behalf of the Nether Kellet Parish 
Council I would like to thank all the volunteers for their efforts and continued 
support. 
Drainage Issues Shaw Lane/Hill Lane/Halton Road – update 
Lancashire County Council have agreed to carry out gully cleansing and highway 
maintenance works in and around Shaw Lane and Halton Road. This work also 
includes the unblocking of a damaged outlet pipe to a blocked gully and providing 
concrete apron protection around gullies where flooding has caused erosion of the 
carriageway.    
Lengthsman Activities 
Mike Ashton has been able to continue to carry out some of his duties throughout 
the COVID-19 restrictions. Following government guidelines on social distancing, 
Mike has been able to continue to cut the grass on the playing field and play area. 
The defibrillator located at the village hall has also received a maintenance 
overhaul and is currently fully operational. Mike will now carry out the weekly 
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maintenance checks and provide a record of these checks to the North West 
Ambulance Service.   
Main Road Footway Closure 
The footway closure has caused concern to several residents as the access for 
pedestrians through this area is difficult and potentially hazardous. The issue has 
been identified to Lancashire County Council Highways department and Lancaster 
City Council Planning department on behalf of the parish council on several 
occasions. I will continue to press both councils to ensure that the works to make 
safe the dangerous property causing the footway closure are carried out as 
quickly as possible.   
Report an Issue: 
There have been several instances of fly-tipping in the parish recently. If you see 
any fly-tipping, this can be reported either to me directly or to Lancaster City 
Council using the website below; 
http://www.lancaster.gov.uk/ 
Click on - Bins and Recycling 
Click on - Environmental Problems 
Click on – Report Fly-tipping 
Or directly to Report a Streetscene Problem using the link below; 
https://www.lancaster.gov.uk/forms/ShowForm.asp?fm_fid=228 
In this section there are also several other reporting descriptions such as dog 
fouling, street cleaning and litter and vandalism. 
Hopefully with the Morecambe and Lancaster Waste Recycling Centre at re-
opening, this will reduce any further instances of fly-tipping in the parish and 
surrounding areas. Further details are on the parish notice board regarding how to 
book a time slot for removing your excess household and garden waste to the 
recycling centre.   
If you wish to report directly to the parish council or via the website, it is always 
helpful to attach some photos where possible. This assists the Lancaster City 
Council team who will be assessing the report and allocating a team to remove 
the fly-tipped material. 
On a more general note if you identify an issue but don’t know whom to contact, 
please email the parish council: netherkelletpc@gmail.com or call 07916029265 
between the hours of 10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday for advice and support. 
Adrian Osmotherley 
Nether Kellet Parish Clerk 
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Favourite Recipes 
 
Creamy Blue Cheese and Leek Gnocchi 
 
(Serves 4 and if you don't like blue cheese, a soft garlic and herb one would work 
well.) 
 
40g butter 
2 medium leeks, finely sliced 
200g button mushrooms, halved 
500g fresh gnocchi  
1 garlic clove, crushed 
1/2 tbsp wholegrain mustard 
200g low fat cream cheese 
100g blue cheese 
Finely grated zest 1/2 lemon �  
Small handful of finely chopped parsley 
50g walnuts, toasted and finely chopped  
 
1. Bring a large pan of salted water to the boil.  
2. Melt the butter in another large pan over a low heat and cook the leeks for 

15mins until soft. 
3. Turn up the heat under the leek pan to high, then add the mushrooms � and 

cook, stirring occasionally, for 5 mins. 
4. Meanwhile, cook the gnocchi in boiling water as per pack instructions and then 

drain, reserving 50ml of cooking water. 
5. Turn down the heat under the leek pan to medium, then and add the garlic and 

fry for one min. 
6. Stir in the mustard, cream cheese, lemon zest, blue cheese (or soft garlic and 

herb cheese if you prefer), parsley, reserved cooking water and plenty of black 
pepper and then ‘bubble’ for 2 mins. 

7. Remove the sauce from the heat and stir in the drained gnocchi. 
8. Check seasoning then divide into 4 bowls and garnish with parsley and the 

chopped walnuts. 
 
Bursting Berry Bake 
  
150g blackberries 
100g blueberries  
150g raspberries  
15g flaked almonds 
Icing sugar to dust 
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For the batter: 
 
50g caster sugar 
75g plain flour 
40g ground almonds 
3 medium eggs, lightly beaten 
200 natural yoghurt (or you can use double cream) 
1 tbsp vanilla bean paste 
 
Preheat oven 190c, fan 170c, gas mark 5 and grease an 8-9 inch ceramic flan or 
pie dish. 
 
1. Whisk the flour, sugar and ground almonds to combine.  
2. Add eggs, yoghurt/cream and vanilla, then whisk until smooth. 
3. Scrape into greased dish and scatter over the berries, followed by the flaked 

almonds. 
4. Bake for 35-40 mins, then lightly dust with icing sugar and serve. 
 

Lesley Williams 
 

Nether Kellet Village Hall 
The committee members have been meeting remotely through the ‘Zoom’ app to 
discuss village hall matters.  
We discussed the Covid19 Volunteer Group and how successful this has been as 
a support network for the village. 
Sadly, Bacon Buttie Takeaway had to be cancelled but hopefully, we can offer this 
service in the future. The committee wanted to show their support by offering free 
takeaway bacon butties to order on the day and this is still our intention. 
The committee also discussed the unavoidable cancellation of Field Day this year. 
This is a huge disappointment for the village as I suspect this event has never 
been cancelled before! 
We do hope that when lockdown measures ease and we start coming together 
more as a community we can then put in hand our intention to have a big ‘knees 
up’ celebration for all the village.  
 

St Mark’s Nether Kellet 
Although St Mark’s Church is closed, worship is going on over ‘Zoom’ on Sunday 
mornings. 
Please email parishnews@gmail.com for the Zoom link. Everyone is welcome. 

Maria Steele 
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Field Available 

for Dog Exercise 
 

Centre of Nether Kellet 

 

For more details please contact  

07952 327565. 

	
We are a growing independent veterinary practice, with tailored health care for 
your pet.  This is delivered by our passionate and knowledgeable team in a 
versatile, supportive and welcoming environment where everyone is valued.  
We look after your pet throughout their life from everyday health advice to 
emergency help and expert referral care. 
 

Lancaster  01524 32696  Morecambe 01524 410867 
 

Milnthorpe  015395 62770  Caton   01524 770615 
 

24 hours emergency service 
 

info@bayvets.co.uk  www.bayvets.co.uk 
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AUGHTON ROAD BOARDING KENNELS 
	

High Snab Farm, Gressingham, Lancaster, LA2 8LS 
 

‘Individual care and attention for your dog’ 
‘Spacious kennels in rural location’ 

 
Contact Helen on 

 
07766446272 or 015242 21347 

 
Helen.burrow@hotmail.com 

www.aughtonroadkennels.co.uk 
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Nether Kellet Indoor Bowling Club 
 
Like many other activities, indoor bowling ceased to be available following the 
‘lockdown’ due to Covid-19 (Coronavirus restrictions).   
 
It is with deep regret that we learned of the death of one of our former members, 
Joan Harding, early in the month of April. Up until a few years ago she had 
accompanied her husband John and was a pleasure to be with, having a warm 
sense of humour but a quiet manner. Unfortunately, like many others, her last few 
years proved to be difficult with health problems.  However, she will be, and is 
sadly missed and our thoughts have been with John and his family. Due to Covid-
19 restrictions, none of us was able to attend her funeral. 
 
Many of us are keeping in touch and we hope that we will be able to meet again in 
the village hall for bowling and refreshments and associated camaraderie before 
too long. It is also to be hoped that once things return to normal, we will be able to 
welcome new faces to our ranks. 
 
Michael Watson ~ Chairman  
	

Nether Kellet Girlguiding 
 
Nether Kellet Rainbows, Brownies and Guides all remain very popular uniformed 
groups within the village with over 40 girls and young women attending each 
week. Despite the current situation, girls are busy working on their interest badges 
at home and ensuring that they do a good turn every day.  
 
A few of our lovely Brownies have been completing their ‘Mindfulness’ badge 
during this time. We think that this is a fantastic new badge for young women as it 
gives them an opportunity to reflect and learn techniques to stay positive. Well 
done girls! 
 
We have also been holding fortnightly ‘Zoom’ video calls to check in and share our 
experiences of life in lockdown. Last week was a very exciting meeting as ‘Snowy 
Owl’ introduced us to her new addition, baby Mia, who was born at the end of 
April. I’m sure that once we return to having our usual meetings, she will be 
welcomed into our girl-guiding family with big cuddles and it won’t be long before 
she herself is wearing a rainbow uniform!  
 
Guides saw new volunteers save the unit from closure last September. However, 
new work commitments now mean that we are looking for new saviours to keep 
the unit thriving! If you know anyone who would make a great leader and has time 
to spare on a Thursday evening, please tell them to get in touch via 
brownies.netherkellet@gmail.com. We would also welcome villagers getting in 
touch with us if anyone wishes to support any of our girl-guiding units as 
occasional ‘unit helpers’. 
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Thank you for your support. 
 
Sophie & Team  
Nether Kellet Girlguiding  
 
Neighbourhood Watch   
Don’t be the next victim of these terrible 
scams 

Local newspapers the Westmorland Gazette, 
Lancaster Guardian, local police and Nationwide 
Building Society all share the same concerns – for 
us to stay safe from fraud and keep our financial 
details secure. It is important to know that some 
criminals are using coronavirus to trick people into 
sharing personal or financial information through emails and telephone calls.  

There are always those who will take advantage of others’ misfortune when they 
can spot an opportunity and who don’t care about any moral issues involved - just 
the money they might be able to make from it. 

A number of scams have started to appear during the coronavirus outbreak. 
Police in London have seen a 400% increase in the reporting of scams, which 
include anything from demanding cash for fake lockdown fines, to exploiting the 
old and vulnerable by phone, online or on their doorsteps.  

It is true that the crisis has seen so many amazing acts of kindness and a surge of 
community spirit, the like of which many people will not have seen in their life-
times but not everyone is so altruistic in their outlook. The warnings are there for 
us all to see and heed. If you are in any doubt, ignore such phone calls, online 
messages and door-stop callers and find out more. 

Some criminals prey on the old and vulnerable. Some come cold-calling at our 
homes, offering to go to the shops, taking money and not returning with any 
goods. Others collect money for bogus causes or charities or offer counterfeit 
goods or services. To protect ourselves and others during what is a very stressful 
time, we should keep in mind that nobody offering genuine support would want to 
rush or pressurise us into accepting the help offered.  

In fact, only recently I had a telephone call from an individual, asking if I had any 
debts and saying that if so they could arrange to borrow the money off the 
government and that I would not need to pay this back. I of course ended the call! 

Steve Marsden 
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~	Lash	Lift				~	Lash	Tint				~	Brow	Shape	&	Tint				~	HD	Brows				~	Henna	Brows	

~	Hair	Removal	(Using	Warm/Hot	Wax	or	Threading)					

~	Eve	Taylor	Facials	tailored	to	your	skin	type				~	Microdermabrasion	

~	Gel	Nails	&	Toes				~	Nail	Enhancements	using	Gel	

~	Luxury	Manicure	&	Pedicure	which	includes	a	Paraffin	Wax	Treatment	(Extremely	
beneficial	for	clients	with	arthritis	&	osteoarthritis,	among	others)						

~	Gift	Vouchers	Available	

Based	In	Nether	Kellet	

Fully	Qualified	&	Insured	

Tel:	07762922067	
www.facebook.com/michellelouisebeautyJKC	
www.instagram.com/michellelouisebeautyJKC	

michellelouisebeauty@gmail.com	
11	Briar	Lea	Road,	Nether	Kellet,	Carnforth,	LA6	1HQ	
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Private	Clinic	in	Carnforth	
	

Mb:	07725300290	
Hm:	01524	730179	

	
carol@carnforthchiropodist.co.uk	

	
www.carnforthchiropodist.co.uk	

	
	

	

Carol	M	Sedgwick	
BSc	(Hons),	HCPC,	SCP	

	
Chiropody	/	Podiatry	Treatments	

	
Member	of	the	Health	&	Care	Profession	

Council	
	

‘Your	wellbeing	comes	first’	
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Footpaths in ‘Lockdown’ 
 
Over the last few weeks, it has been a very strange and unprecedented time with 
some of us declared to be ‘vulnerable’, which probably applies to a fair proportion 
of the residents of Nether Kellet. One saving grace is that some of us have had 
more liberty enforced on us insofar as there has been no pressure on us to go 
anywhere far and there has been little point in going any distance as any facilities 
have been closed. 
 
However, it is quite apparent that during the absolutely gorgeous weather that we 
have been experiencing, our local footpaths have been far busier than usual. 
Having said that, it is also very apparent that (with the exception of some more 
adventurous souls) the further away you go from the village, especially to the 
south and east, it has still been possible to go for long spells of time without 
meeting anyone.  
 
We are fortunate in this area to have a good selection of paths which are well-
marked, generally well-maintained, with good dry surfaces (apart from in or 
following very wet weather) and without obstruction. A number of paths have been 
improved over the years with awkward stiles being removed or replaced with 
kissing-gates or more user-friendly stiles. Some slopes that have experienced 
slippery surfaces have been improved; that is not to say that care need not be 
taken and suitable footwear used. There are times when trainers are not the most 
sensible choice. Having said that, since ‘lockdown’ I have not worn anything other 
than trainers on my feet whilst using the paths.  
 
It is not possible to avoid some road-walking and in this respect many of the 
country lanes are both attractive and largely free of traffic; this has particularly 
been the case over the past couple of months. Even the motorway has at times 
been traffic free! Not that I am in anyway advocating using the motorway as a 
pedestrian.  
 
I realise that many people will be using the paths and lanes for exercise and/or 
walking their dogs but I have always found it to be of additional interest to observe 
what is round about us in the environment. We have been fortunate this spring to 
at least have enjoyed what seems to be a unique period of dry warm and clear 
weather; I have frequently wondered whether I am still living in the north-west of 
England. 
 
It is interesting to note the progression of wildflowers, the bird-song, the way that 
trees come into blossom or become less skeleton-like as fresh green foliage 
appears. As I tap this out, many hawthorns are bedecked in dazzling white may 
blossom and by the time that this magazine reaches you the creamier elder 
blossom will be adorning most hedgerows.  
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As far as wild flowers are concerned primroses have now disappeared and the 
bluebells, which were a little early this year as has been much else, are well past 
their best and will be a distant memory by the time you read this. The wild garlic 
with its beautiful white flowers have made many verges and woodland areas look, 
from a distance, as though they have been decked in snow. At present some 
verges of tracks and roadsides are resplendent with cow parsley and they are 
frequently accompanied by crosswort, a plant that is often overlooked but with its 
tiny yellow flowers mingling with green leaves gives a delicate hue of yellowish-
green as the two are combined. We are fortunate these days to be able to check 
things with ease via the inter-net or via our smart phones, not that I have one of 
the latter.  
 
In conclusion, I must acknowledge and thank all those that I have met in my 
meanderings in respecting the advice on social distancing and who have taken 
the time to spend the time of day if only to exchange pleasantries. I must also 
thank those who have kindly offered without asking to do our shopping for us and 
furthermore have indeed continued to do so. I daresay many others in the village 
have had similar experiences.  
 
We have and continue to enjoy a privileged existence insofar as we have been 
able to get out and about on a regular basis and to enjoy all that surrounds us and 
to be part of a friendly and caring community. 
 
(The accompanying picture was taken from the footpath that runs from the top of 

Hill Lane to 
Longdales 

Lane. It looks 
across the now 

moth-balled 
Dunald Mill 

Quarry 
towards the 
Bowland Fells 
beyond the 
hidden Lune 
Valley with the 
building of the 
former Windy 
Arbour Farm 
just beyond 
the quarry).  
 
 
 

Michael Watson ~ 18 May 2020  
 



	 26 

Nether Kellet bus services – Temporary timetable 

Reduced services during Covid-19 pandemic (liable to change) 

TO Lancaster 
       

 
55 SX 07:13 07:28 

     

 
49 

 
08:02 09:42 10:42 11:42 12:42 13:42 14:42 

 
49 SO & Ns 15:42 

      

 
55 sd 16:11 

      

 
55 SX 16:56 17:56 

     

 
490 

 
20:42       

TO Carnforth 
       

 
55 SX 07:13 07:28 

     

 
49 

 
09:57 10:57 11:57 12:57 13:57 14:57 

 
 

49 SO & Ns 15:57 
      

 
55 sd 16:11 

      

 
55 SX 16:56 17:56 

     

 

49 SO 17:57 
      FROM Lancaster 

       

 
49 

 
09:30 10:30 11:30 12:30 13:30 14:30 

 
 

55 sd 15:25 
      

 
49 SO & Ns 15:30  

     

 
55 SX 16:10 17:10 

     
 

49 SO  17:30 
      

FROM Carnforth 
       

 
49 

 
09:28 10:28 11:28 12:28 13:28 14:28 

 
 

49 SO & Ns 15:28 
      

 
55 sd 15:59 

      

 
55 SX 16:44 17:44 

     

 
490 

 
20:28 

       

SO Saturdays only Ns School holidays only 
SX Monday - Friday only sd School days only 

 
There are no services on Sundays or Public Holidays 
Service 49 runs through the village (Main Road) in both directions. 
Service 55 only stops at the top of the village (near Laithbutts Lane) heading 
for Over Kellet. 
Service 55 does not run to the Kellets on Saturdays.  
Service 490 runs through the village (Main Road) towards Lancaster. 
IF PAYING WITH CASH, PLEASE HAVE CORRECT FARE. 
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Nether	Kellet	‘Over	the	Hill’	excursions,	a	blast	from	the	past!	
	

Before	you	are	‘over	the	hill’	you	must	reach	the	top!	Can	you	locate	these	
mountain	summits?	(Answers	will	be	in	the	August	edition!)	
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Nether	Kellet	local	features	
If	you	have	been	walking	the	local	footpaths	for	exercise,	you	may	have	passed	these	
features.	Do	you	recognize	their	locations?	(Answers	in	the	August	edition!)		
	

	 	 	 NK1	 	 	 	 	 	 	 NK2	

	
	 	 NK3	 	 	 	 	 	 	 NK4	

	
	 	 	 NK5	 	 	 	 	 	 	 NK6	



VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES 
 
 
 
Bowling Friday 10.00 - 12.00 noon 

Michael Watson:  12 Ashmeadow Road 
 

734624 

Rainbows & 
Brownies 

Thursday 5.30 - 6.45 pm 
Sophie Smalley: brownies.netherkellet@gmail.com                           

 
 

Guides Thursday 7.00 – 8.30 pm 
Sophie Smalley: brownies.netherkellet@gmail.com                       
 

 
 

WI 2nd Friday in the month 7.30 pm 
Mrs B Bellis:  Westlyn, Halton Road 

 
733445 

Quilting 
Club 

Last Saturday in the month 10.30am - 4.00 pm 
Mrs V Atkinson 19 Shaw Lane 

 
733539 

Bacon Butty 
Brunch 

Usually the last Sunday of the month 
 11 am - 1 pm 
Mrs Maria Steele 

 
 

720970 

 

Booking Clerk Mrs J Wren:  61 Main Road 07723 303153 

 
 

NETHER KELLET COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL  
 
Head Teacher Mrs N Brough 733778 

  

If you are a local business and would like to advertise your company in this magazine,  
please contact Sue Hodkinson.  Tel 734820 sue@ogglet.force9.co.uk  
 
Prices are as follows-: full page advertisement £8.00 per edition 
    half page advertisement £4.00 per edition 
    quarter page advertisement £2.00 per edition 



 
VILLAGE ACTIVITIES ELSEWHERE 

 
Congregational 
Church 

Morning Service 10.45 am 
Evening Service 6.30 pm 
Sunday School in Church Hall approx. 11.15 am  

 

Coffee Morning 2nd and 4th Friday in the month 
10.00 - 12.00 noon in the Congregational Schoolroom 
 Jean Towers 
 Muriel Ward 

 
 

812103 
737895 

St. Mark’s Church Services every Sunday at 9.00 a.m 
Family Service each fourth Sunday in the month. 
Vicar - Revd. Nancy Goodrich,  
The Vicarage, Main Road, Bolton-le-Sands. 

 
 

823106 

Book Club 1st Tuesday in the month  7.30 pm 
Please email Carole at baynecarole@gmail.com for 
more information  

 

Mobile Library Every other Thursday: 
Hornby Bank 11.05 - 11.15 am approx. 
Meadowcroft 11.20 - 11.40 am     “ 
Village Hall 11.45 - 11.55 am     “ 
Laithbutts Lane  12.00 - 12.20 pm     “ 

 

Police Police Station, Lancaster  
PCSO Paul Shepherd  
Paul.shepherd@lancashire.pnn.police.uk  

63333 

PACT Surgery 4th Friday each month, 10.00 am - 12 noon 
At the Congregational Schoolroom, Main Road 

 

Neighbourhood 
Watch Co-ordinator 

Steve Marsden  19 Bridge Road 730024 

Twinning 
Association 

Secretary - Christine Holdsworth 
Chairman - Liz Brummitt 

736179 
735013 

   

City Councillor for 
Kellet Ward 

Michael Mumford 
mmumford@lancaster.gov.uk  

61950 

County Councillor Phillippa Williamson 
phillippa.williamson@lancashire.gov.uk 

221788 

Parish Council 
Chairman 

Peter Riley 734008 

Parish Clerk Adrian Osmotherley 
netherkelletpc@gmail.com 
 

07916029265 

 


