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EDITORIAL 
The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the editorial 
team, who reserve the right to edit submissions for reasons of space, content or 
grammar.  Items for publication should bear the name of the author, with address 
and telephone number - although this information will not necessarily be printed 
(we may need to contact the author for clarification or further information.)   

 

The final day for submission of items for the next issue   	  –	  	  	  	  February 2016   	  
–	  	   is 10th January.  Items for inclusion should be submitted to  
 

Christine Holdsworth, Editor, 21 Main Road, 736179 demdike@tiscali.co.uk 

John Bentham, ‘The Bungalow’, Halton Road 734353 jbj@nkt.myzen.co.uk 

Peter Riley, 3, Channel Head, 734008, is responsible for distribution  

Steve Hinde deals with advertising (commercial or “small ads.”); contact via 
 The Barn, Halton Road, 734135 stephen.hinde@btinernet.com	  	    

Remember – this is YOUR magazine 
We welcome your views and contributions 

 

 

 

Cover photo 

The Christmas tree on the village green is always a grand sight. 
 
It lights up the darkness of December and reminds us of the exciting celebrations 
to come. 
 
In years past we have observed with trepidation and admiration how the tree and 
the lights have battled successfully against the December gales. Let’s hope for 
better weather this year! 
 
This is an opportunity to thank the quarry, Tarmac at Leaper’s Wood, for 
financing the tree and also our generous workers including Ian Williams and Mike 
Ashton who erect the tree and connect up the lights. 
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Nether Kellet Community Primary School 
 
It was lovely to have a summer (at long last) back in September and it meant that 
the children were able to play on the field, the assault course and adventure 
playground every day for the first few weeks of term. The garden has thrived with 
lots of crops growing and looks lovely. The gardening club and Mrs Bowker are 
working hard at lunchtimes and after school.  
 

This term’s theme has been 
“Camera, Lights, Action!” and 
Andrew Towers has been 
doing film workshops with 
the children that went down 
extremely well, with the 
children getting an enormous 
amount out of them: learning 
how to report on events as 
an ‘outside reporter’; being a 
news ‘anchor’; using 
technical equipment such as 
cameras, microphones and 
green screens; applying 
make-up and styling hair. In 
addition, we had a film 
character dress up day, with 
other film activities going on 
throughout the day. 
 

 
 
 
Children from Chestnut, Sycamore 
and Beech classes also visited 
Regent Park Studios to find out 
about film stunts. The children had 
a brilliant time and at least two of 
them were heard saying that it was 
the “best school trip ever”! In 
addition, again as part of this term’s 
theme, the whole school went to 
watch the film “ The Book of Life” at 
the cinema in Morecambe. 
 
 
Each year we alternate between a harvest collection, which we donate to local 
causes, or a shoebox appeal for Christmas (last year we filled around 100 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child). This year we had a Harvest Festival 
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and asked for small donations of food that we then sent to Westend Impact in 
Morecambe, where the food was used to feed homeless people.. The Harvest 
festival was led by Oak Class as their class assembly and as usual, parents were 
welcome to attend.  
 
A willow worker has again been in school to work with the children in making a 
living willow sculpture in the school grounds and you can see the result in this 
photograph. 
 

 
 

Willow sculpture 
 
 
 
 
The poet Wes Magee has also been in school this term and here is a poem 
written by children in Sycamore class about going in to their classroom at night: 
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In Sycamore Class at Midnight 

The darkness surrounds you like a cloak, 
spiders craft webs in warm corners, 

silence... except for flies buzzing, and door creaking, 
book collapsing to the turquoise carpet, 

eyes of the kangaroo stare mysteriously, 
footsteps stomp, clock ticks and tocks, 
spelling lists lie forgotten on our tables, 
plants sway when a cold draught blows, 

words appear on the smart board, 
-BEWARE! KEEP AWAY!! DANGER!!! 

as the spirit of an ancient teacher 
floats 

         across 
                   Sycamore 

                                  classroom 
                                                  at 

                                                     midnight... 

As a school we always endeavour to give the children a broad perspective and 
awareness of the world. We are currently really focusing on developing their 
awareness in terms of breaking down stereo-types, and increasing their 
understanding of people, places and global issues. We have ‘Philosophy for 
Children’ discussions in class and we have been looking at lots of thought-
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provoking pictures and discussing them. Children have been encouraged to 
discuss these issues with parents/carers  at home and watch the news etc. 
 
Finally, here are a couple more extracts from the recently discovered School 
Log Book/Journal 1907 – 1959:   

23 June 1908: ‘Mr Grime, His Majesty’s Inspector has been in school today.’ 

27 July 1908: ‘The following is a copy of His Majesty’s Inspector’s Report, which 
came during the holiday’. 

“Very creditable improvement has been effected in the order and general 
character of the work. The rooms have been newly coloured and present an 
attractive appearance. Some linoleum which has been attached to the walls is 
proving very useful for free-arm drawing exercises. Should it prove sufficiently 
durable, the Committee will do well to supply it to other schools.” 

Editor’s note: 

Firstly, it is interesting to note that the school summer holiday was both earlier in 
the year and shorter than is now the case. In 1908 for example, the summer term 
ended on 3 July and the new school year commenced on 27 July. 

Secondly, the school inspector’s report of 1908 is in marked contrast to the 
considerably more detailed Ofsted inspection reports that we receive today. 
There is now rather more emphasis on children’s attainment and progress plus 
the leadership and management of the school than on the decorative state of the 
school!   

 
Guiding in Nether Kellet 

It is a long time since I put in an update about all the Guiding that takes place in the 
village hall.   

Each Thursday (term time only) at 5-30pm the Guiding starts.  Rainbows (5-7yrs) 
and Brownies (7-10+yrs) gather to have fun, learn new skills, develop old skills 
and have a varied programme that they enjoy in a safe environment along with 
their friends.  These two sections meet at the same time and will overlap with 
some activities but each has its own Challenges and Badges.  With only two 
Leaders and two Young Leaders, organisation is the key factor.  At 6-45pm the 
younger girls leave and Sophie has a 15 minute break and turn around before 
Julie and the Guides pile in and Guides starts.  At 8-30pm Guides finishes.  I try 
not to get involved with the Guides but I do love to camp and do all the outside 
activities with them.   
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Guides are 10yrs+.  Availability, the individual’s ability and friends often result in 
the girls being nearer 11yrs when they move up.  Guides has been running for 12 
months now and with only two Leaders and obligatory ratios to comply with (in 
this modern society of risk assessments etc.), this keeps the numbers within the 
Guiding guidelines.  It is a hugely successful unit and the girls who were once 
Rainbows and Brownies continue to meet up with friends old and new.  They can 
be themselves, have a voice, listen and learn and yet have a great time. 

Guiding has always supported the village functions and events and this we try to 
reflect in the Community section of our programmes. 

Guiding has a very local Campsite for our use at Silverdale near Eaves Wood, 
where there is Silver Sapling Campsite.  At present it only offers outside facilities 
but plans have been put forward to have residential accommodation.  This will be 
amazing and there is a lot of fundraising and applications for grants taking place.  

We are having a Christmas event in the Village Hall on December 5th, 2-4pm. 
Everyone is welcome so please come along to support us and join us for the 
Christmas Draw and refreshments etc. 

If anyone is interested to see or join us you are very welcome to come along on a 
Thursday evening. It may be noisy and it may be messy but it is fun. 

Tina Stott 

 

 

Bacon Butty Brunches 2015 
	  	  

Many thanks to everyone who has helped in any way by cooking, washing up, 
getting tables out and putting them away.  So far this year, after eight brunches 
with one still to go, there is a profit of £826. Not only has it been a place to eat 
and enjoy a bacon butty but has been some where just to have a coffee and a 
chat on Sunday lunch time. 
  
None have been booked for next year and the Village Hall Committee is looking 
for someone to make the necessary arrangements and manage the rota of 
volunteers to keep these regular social events going.  
  
Anyone male or female can do any part of it, including the cooking.   
  
Please contact Joyce Mace 733801  
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Tel:	  01524	  720438	  	  	  Mobile:	  07887	  565	  509	  

www.johnladell.co.uk	  

One	  Waybend	  Cottage,	  75	  Main	  Road,	  Nether	  
Kellet,	  Carnforth,	  Lancashire,	  LA6	  1EQ	  

	  

Local	  Plumbing,	  	  

Heating	  and	  Gas	  
Specialists	  

	  

	  
AUGHTON	  ROAD	  BOARDING	  KENNELS	  

	  
	  

High	  Snab	  Farm,	  Gressingham,	  Lancaster,	  LA2	  8LS	  
	  
	  

‘Individual	  care	  and	  attention	  for	  your	  dog’	  
‘Spacious	  kennels	  in	  rural	  location’	  

	  
Contact	  Helen	  on	  

	  
07766446272	  or	  015242	  21347	  

	  
Helen.burrow@hotmail.com	  

www.aughtonroadkennels.co.uk	  
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Kellets Twinning Association 

Since the “unofficial visit” from eight of our Bussières friends back in April of this 
year, twinning activities have been somewhat thin on the ground lately. We did 
envisage holding the popular family event “Peg Night” in early summer but 
unfortunately had to cancel it because there were not enough of us free to 
organise and run it on the night. We do however hope to be able to run this event 
next year. 

Fortunately, our annual Quiz Night did go ahead as planned last month; there 
was a good turnout and we were pleased that eight members of the Carnforth 
Twinning Association supported our event on the night. Some of us will no doubt 
return the favour when they hold their Lancashire Night early next year. Once 
again an excellent hot pot supper was provided by Alison Thompson Catering 
and the quiz questions appeared to be of a sufficient variety to ensure that all 
teams achieved reasonable to very good scores on most of the rounds. The two 
rounds that did seem to prove difficult for some teams were the sports and music 
ones. Our next event is likely to be a Wine Tasting Evening, possibly next March, 
so do look out for more information in the next edition of Round & About.  

If you think that you would like to join us and/or participate in our activities or 
indeed help in any way at all, then we would love to hear from you. We 
particularly need young people and families to come on board if the association 
is to survive and contact be maintained with our friends in Bussières. If you are 
interested, please telephone Chris Holdsworth on 736179 or email 

demdike@tiscali.co.uk. 

 

 

 

In the meantime, here is 
a photo from our last 
visit to France in August 
2014. We are at the 
Tour Matagrin, Violay (a 
village close to 
Bussières), Rhône-
Alpes.  

Chris Holdsworth  
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Private	  Clinic	  

&	  
Home	  Visits	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Mb:	  07725300290	  
Hm:	  01524	  730179	  

	  

www.carnforthchiropodist.co.uk	  

	  
CARNFORTH	  CHIROPODIST	  

	  
Chiropody	  &	  Podiatry	  Services	  

	  

Carol	  M	  Sedgwick	  
BSc	  (Hons),	  HCPC,	  MChS,	  MInsChP	  

	  
	  

Member	  of	  the	  Health	  &	  Care	  
Profession	  Council	  

	  
	  

‘Your	  wellbeing	  comes	  first’	  
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News from the Village Hall 
 

The Village Hall committee is a band of dedicated volunteers who meet monthly 
to maintain, organise and ensure the smooth running of the village hall. We are 
steered in the right direction and kept on the straight and narrow by our chairman 
Steve Hinde. The hall is reliant on the fund-raising efforts of the committee and 
villagers who support it. 
 
We have recently applied for a grant from the National Lottery Commission 
'Awards For All' initiative. This would go towards funding vital IT equipment for 
the hall, e.g. putting in computer stations and installing broadband. It is 
envisaged that anyone from the village can come in free of charge and use the 
internet and if bidding is successful and volunteers are willing, obtain IT help on 
site.  The monies would also cover the purchase of a concertina door splitting the 
hall into two rooms and some alterations at the back fire door. 
 
We are also looking into the possibility of installing a defibrillator on the outside 
wall of the hall; however, this would be available to ambulance crews and first 
responders only in the first instance. Training volunteers in defibrillator use would 
be a possibility in the future if we get one. 
 
The inaugural Auction of Promises went really well; thanks to all who came and 
supported it despite it clashing with the rugby! Huge thanks to Jackie Turner and 
her helpers who managed to raise £2,688. We are all planning a Christmas 
family bingo at present - donations for this (chocolates, selection boxes and 
wine) would be gratefully received. Other forthcoming activities include a New 
Year's Eve “Night to Remember” and the continuation of Joyce's Bacon Butty 
Brunches, to which all are welcome. 
  
Chair - Steve Hinde 
Treasurer - Jackie Turner/Sue Hodkinson 
Secretary – Lisa Waddington 
 
 

NATIONAL WOOLLY HAT DAY 

This fell on October 9th 2015 at the end of National Wool Week. 

There are genuine celebrations at this time of year, so we linked up with them to 
raise awareness of the Farming Community Network.  This group seeks to help 
farmers when unforeseen circumstances affect their work and was formed after 
the foot and mouth epidemic. 

We had a delicious meal in Over Kellet Village Hall then took part in competitions 
centred around wool.  We watched spinners and felt makers produce beautiful 
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items using wool of all colours and thicknesses.  Some of us even wore our 
woolly hats, although it was warm enough in the hall without headgear. 

A live sheep had been offered to provide a realistic visual aid. This was turned 
down however, partly in deference to the animal but also because we had 
seventeen fleeces to spread out for competition purposes. 

Eighty four people sat down to eat. The spinners and weavers seemed to be 
working throughout the evening but did eventually manage to have their supper, 
followed by dessert and a small piece of sheep’s cheese.   

People came from the Fylde, Bentham, Garstang, Cabus and Calder Vale to 
enjoy the evening with the Kellets.  And when all was finished, we were able to 
send a cheque for £240 to the Farming Community Network. 

Margaret Fancy 

COME FOR COFFEE 10am-12noon 
For as long as I can remember, Jean and Muriel have been serving coffee, tea, 
cheese and biscuits and lovely cakes on the second and fourth Fridays of every 
month (except August) in the Congregational Schoolroom.  You may have seen 
their red sign saying COFFEE SERVED as you passed. 

An important point to know, also, is that they don’t have set prices! 

You put a donation in the pot and choose what you would like to eat and drink.  
Fill-ups are allowed, too. 

There is plenty of space in the hall for grandchildren to play and a side table with 
newspapers if you only want a quiet read. 

The ‘regulars’ are a mixed group of villagers and people from neighbouring 
villages, but come, month by month, to enjoy the company and sometimes to 
bring their friends. 

When donations for the goodies have built up sufficiently, the money is divided 
between two or three charities, sometimes at home; sometimes overseas. 

Jean and Muriel came to the Village Hall last July to hear Alan Oatway speak 
about Nepal and were so moved by what he said that they had an ad hoc 
“committee meeting” and decided that Nepal should benefit from their coffee 
mornings. 

So Alan received a substantial cheque from them in due course. 

And all because we enjoy ourselves twice a month! 

Why not come and join us? 
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Neighbourhood Watch Update 
TalkTalk Cyber Attack reported to us by Action Fraud 

TalkTalk, the phone and broadband provider, has been the victim of a cyber 
attack on their website commonly referred to as DDoS – distributed denial of 
service attack. This has led to hackers accessing TalkTalk’s servers and stealing 
personal data, which could affect over four million customers. It is currently 
unknown exactly what data has been stolen but TalkTalk has stated that there is 
a chance that some of the following data could have been accessed:  
• Names and addresses 
• Dates of birth 
• Email addresses 
• Telephone numbers 
• TalkTalk account information 
• Credit card and banking details 
•  
 Protect yourself  
• Be wary of any emails claiming to be from TalkTalk asking for additional 

information such as passwords even if they are able to tell you specific 
account details – this could be a phishing email and sent to gain access to 
your account. 

• If you have opened an email attachment please ensure you change the 
passwords for all your bank, email and online shopping accounts. 

• As well as e-mails be wary of any telephone calls claiming to be from TalkTalk 
that ask for additional information or want to gain remote access to your 
computer. Again they may tell you specific details about your account. If you 
get such a call do not give any details, terminate the call, use a separate 
telephone line/mobile phone and call TalkTalk back on one of their known 
numbers to ascertain if the call is genuine. 

• Monitor your bank accounts for any unusual activity that you believe may be 
fraudulent. 

•  
 Action Fraud Police Email Report 
There is an email in circulation that appears to have been sent from a legitimate 
Lancashire Constabulary email address. The email appears to come from ‘Lyn 
Whitehead’ and is asking the recipient to pay an invoice that is attached to the 
email. 
The email has not been generated from inside the Constabulary or by the 
Constabulary and has not been sent from Lancashire Constabulary. A third party 
supplier to the Constabulary has had their data breached and as a result of the 
breach, the Lancashire Constabulary email address has been spoofed and used 
to generate spam to recipients far and wide. 
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This type of email is commonly referred to as spam, and if you have received it 
you MUST NOT open it. Instead delete it from your email system to avoid 
infecting your device. 
 
Protect Yourself:  
Do not click or open unfamiliar links in emails or on websites 
• Make sure you install and use up-to-date anti-virus software  
• Have a pop-up blocker running in the background of your web browser 
• If you have opened the attachment and ‘enabled macros’ it is very likely that all 

your personal data will have been breached. You MUST change all your 
passwords for personal accounts, including your bank accounts. 

• If you believe you have become a victim of this, get your device checked over 
by a professional. 

• If you think you have been a victim of this type of email you should report it to 
Action Fraud, the UK’s national fraud and cyber crime reporting centre. 
www.actionfraud.police.uk 
If you do make a report, please provide as much detail as you can about the 
email and any effects it has had on your computer. Additionally, if your anti-
virus software detects any issues in relation to this email please provide us 
with the details.  

• More information can be found on Lancashire Constabulary website: 
http://www.lancashire.police.uk/news/2015/october/email-virus-alert.aspx 
The most common Internet Scams are updated on 
http://www.cyberstreetwise.com/common-scams 

•  
Pension Scam 
The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) has been alerted to a pension 
scam whereby cold callers continue to target members of the public aged 50 to 
60 years old to release and transfer their pension funds early. Suspected firms 
who advertise and arrange pensions are offering investments in alternative 
commodities, such as hotel developments or property in Cape Verde, and 
operate as unregulated collective investment schemes. Protect yourself! 
Further advice can be found at: 
http://www.fca.org.uk/your-fca/documents/protect-your-pension-pot 
http://www.fca.org.uk/consumers/financial-services-products/pensions/protect 
http://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/individuals/dangers-of-pension-
scams.aspx 
 
 
Council Tax Scam 
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Fraudsters have been phoning victims telling them that they have been placed in 
the wrong council tax bracket for a number of years and are entitled to a rebate. 
They normally say that this rebate should be worth about £7,000. Once the victim 
is convinced, the fraudster tells them that in order to receive the rebate they will 
need to pay an administration fee in advance. The payment they ask for varies 
from £60 - £350. The victim provides the details and makes the payment but then 
is no longer able to make contact with the person they spoke to on the phone. 
When they phone their council about the rebate and the fact that they are in the 
wrong tax bracket, the council will confirm that they know nothing about it and 
that they have been contacted by fraudsters. 
 
August – September Consumer Alerts 
There have been further reports of a man selling memory foam mattresses door 
to door. The man claims they are an unwanted order or stock from a shop which 
has closed down. The man asks for £150 in cash, claiming that this is a price 
reduction from £500. Trading Standards’ advice is not to buy goods of this kind 
from door to door sellers as they are likely to be of uncertain quality and may not 
comply with safety regulations. 
 
Roofing Scam 
There continue to be a large number of reports of incidents involving bogus 
roofers. One lady reported being charged £20,000 for roofing work which it is 
thought was unnecessary and of very poor quality. Another vulnerable consumer 
reported being cold called three times since the beginning of this year by 
different traders. They paid sums of £2,200 and £2,000 for roofing work and 
£1,200 for drain clearing. It is unclear what work has been carried out and it 
seems unlikely that it was ever necessary. 
 
Another consumer agreed to roofing work but refused to pay when they saw that 
the tiles did not seem to have been laid properly. The trader then went to his van 
where he suffered a 'cardiac event'. He told the consumer he was due to go into 
hospital for a heart operation but had skipped it in order to do her roof. The lady 
was eventually persuaded to pay in cash. 
 
There have also been reports of traders becoming aggressive when payment is 
refused. One local resident was cold called by a trader who said he was doing 
roofing work down the road. The consumer agreed for the trader to re-cement 
the ridge tiles and dry verge tiles and apply protection against rain and bad 
weather for £625. The customer paid a £250 deposit. The trader started work 
immediately but when the job was largely done he called the consumer out to 
have a look and pointed out issues with the fascia boards. He also showed the 
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consumer photos of the flat roof which he said was in need of urgent repair. The 
trader quoted £900 for the fascia boards and £4500 for the roof but said he 
would do the whole lot for £5000. The consumer agreed but later rang the trader 
to cancel the contract, having got a second opinion. The trader then claimed the 
consumer owed him £1500 for the work he had already done and said he would 
be back the next day for payment and threatened that his lads would rip the 
materials off the roof if he refused to pay. 
 
Trading Standards’ advice is never do business with doorstep traders.  
 
Clairvoyant Letter Scam 
There have also been reports of scam clairvoyant letters. This is a mail shot but 
personally edited and claims the sender is aware that the consumer has recently 
lost a loved one. They claim to have received a message from them. The 
bereaved person is asked to pay a fee to receive this message but then never 
hears anything again. 
 
Microsoft Scam 
The bogus 'Microsoft' scam seems to be around again. The usual scenario is that 
the consumer gets a phone call from the trader saying that they are calling from 
'Windows' or 'Microsoft' and that their computer is infected. The trader then tricks 
the consumer into giving them remote access to their computer and then 
demands money to 'fix it' or tries to sell insurance. 
 
To report or get advice on fraud or internet crime contact Action Fraud on 
0300 123 2040 or visit www.actionfraud.police.uk. 
 
For more information about protecting elderly and vulnerable people from scams 
that come through the postal system and criminals who contact them by 
telephone visit www.thinkjessica.com. 
 
Contact the Trading Standards Service via the Citizens Advice Consumer 
Helpline on 03454 04 05 06 
 
And lastly there have been three recent burglaries to commercial premises in 
Bolton-Le-Sands occurring overnight on the 15th into the 16th of October. 
 
If you have seen anything suspicious in the village overnight, please ring 101.  
 
Thank you, Steve Marsden 
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Celebrations for “Diamond Couple” 
 

Mavis and Harold Lloyd of Bridge Road celebrate their diamond wedding 
anniversary on 17 December. Mavis and Harold were married at St John’s 
Church, Longsight, Manchester when Mavis was just seventeen years old and 
Harold was twenty two years old. 

 

They have travelled to Cornwall for a few days to celebrate with one of their 
daughters, grandchildren and great grandchild. They will then celebrate at 
Christmas with their other daughter, son, grandchildren and great grandchildren 
here in Lancashire. 

 

Best wishes from all the family! 

 

Graham Lloyd 
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Nether Kellet W.I. 
 
We Celebrated 100 years of the W.I. at a Centenary Cake, Cheese and Coffee 
morning held in Nether Kellet Village Hall. Members made the cake, dressed to 
represent the iconic fashions of the past century and invited the whole village to 
join them. It was a very enjoyable morning swapping stories and memories.   
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Centenary Cake 
W.I. Centenary Cake Recipe 

 
225g butter, slightly softened 
225g soft brown sugar 
175g plain flour 
55g self-raising flour 
80g ground almonds 
80g glace cherries, cut into quarters 
400g small pinhead currants 
170g sultanas 
55g mixed cut peel 
4 large eggs 
½ tsp marmalade 
A wineglass (125 ml) of rum 
 
1. Prepare a 20 cm/8 inch tin: line with double non-stick baking parchment. 
2. Make a collar of folded newspaper for the outside of the tin, plus a thick piece 

of newspaper for the cake to sit on. 
3. Cream the butter and sugar until light and fluffy. 
4. Beat in the eggs, then stir in the flours and ground almonds. 
5. Fold in the fruits, followed by the marmalade and rum. Make sure that all the 

ingredients are well mixed. 
6. Transfer to the cake tin and smooth the top. 
7. Bake at 160C/140C fan oven/gas mark 3. 
8. Turn down the oven temperature after 30 to 45 mins to 150C/130C fan 

oven/gas mark 2 and bake until well cooked for about 3 - 3 hrs 30 mins. 
9. Use your common sense and turn down the oven as necessary if the cake is 

getting too brown. 
 

Denman College Course   
At the Lancashire Federation W.I. spring meeting, Nether Kellet won the 
Lancashire 2015 bursary to attend up to a 3 night/4 day course at Denman 
College. At our local W.I.’s meeting my name was drawn as the lucky recipient. 
The college provides a multitude of educational courses on various topics such 
as Jane Austen, family history, music, food and crafts. I was spoilt for choice, 
eventually settling for a new experience “water colour painting” at a cost of nearly 
£400 including accommodation and meals. 
On 14th September I travelled down to the charming village of Marcham, near 
Abingdon in Oxfordshire. The college is an imposing Georgian mansion set in 
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parkland and has a landscaped garden with its own lake. It only needed Mr 
Darcy to come round the corner to complete the picture. 
I was very happy to be allocated a room in the main house, although up in the 
garret. It was perhaps old servants’ quarters. Most of the accommodation is in 
modern blocks, a little way from the main house. Many rooms are furnished by 
W.I. counties. I visited the Lancashire room. It had a beautiful wall hanging which 
included images of the Eric Morecambe statue and Lancaster Castle. My room 
had been adopted by a single W.I. - Eastwick from Surrey and contained many 
handcrafted items made by the ladies from there. I was particularly impressed 
with the traditional quilt. 
The catering of course, being the WI, was of a very high standard. We ate 
wonderful homemade biscuits and cake at break times and the chef and his 
kitchen staff produced lovely interesting meals, using as much seasonal and 
locally sourced food as possible. It was a culinary delight. 
September 2015 was a special time for W.I, being the centenary. The local BBC 
made a special feature of it, including Denman College on Radio Oxford and also 
the area TV. I was selected to be interviewed on both. A strange thing happened 
during live filming. We were in the elegant drawing room and as soon as the 
camera man said “rolling” the chandelier began to tinkle loudly - quite a scary 
moment. Jane Dixon, Head of Denman, suggested it might be the ghost of Lady 
Denman. The rest of us hoped it wasn’t a Del Boy moment! Later on, recounting 
the tale to my husband he asked what the chandelier was made from (it is 
crystal). He reminded me that the first radios were crystal sets. They must have 
been picking up the microwaves being sent out to the van in the car park. 
The water colour course was excellent and I produced four paintings of which I 
am very proud. The tutor Michelle worked us hard, teaching us lots of 
techniques. The class was held in a light and airy new teaching block and was a 
lovely place to work.  
Between the various buildings were walkways bordered by many pot plants and 
around the buildings were lovely flower beds. I complimented the head gardener 
and he gave me a tour of some of his favourites. I came home with some seed 
heads. 
There were just seven students on the course and we got on very well together. 
Michelle the tutor said she had never laughed so much with a group. We 
socialised in the evening with wine from the bar, generally having a great time. 
On the last day, we all decided it was such a shame that our time at Denman 
was coming to an end and so we all booked on the follow up course next 
September. Poor Michelle! 

Jane Storer 
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2246 (CARNFORTH) AIR TRAINING CORPS 

Civic Hall, North Road, Carnforth 

What did you do last weekend?  We played out!                Come and join us! 

Flying, Scuba Diving, Swimming, Shooting, Gliding, Sailing, Canoeing, Camping, 
Sports, Archery, Adventure Training, The Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme 
Plus Travelling Both In The Uk And Abroad. 

We welcome both males and females from the age of 12 years to join the above 
organisation. Over the years we have been very successful in obtaining flying, 
gliding and sailing scholarships. This year alone we have awarded flying 
scholarships to four cadets. 

If you are interested in any of the above activities or would like to know more 
about us, you are welcome to call and speak to any member of staff or the 
committee. Our parade nights are every Tuesday and Thursday from 7pm until 
9pm at the Civic Hall, North Road, Carnforth. You can also ‘phone and speak to 
a member of staff during those hours. 

Squadron telephone number -: 01524 727846         M JACKSON (TREASURER)  
	  
	  

Nether Kellet Indoor Bowling Club 
 

On Monday the 26th October, ten of our players made a regular return visit to 
Tebay for a most enjoyable evening.  The conditions under which they play are 
far from satisfactory and a lot different from how we play, but nonetheless it does 
make for an interesting ‘competition’. With so many bowls in play (that is those 
which stay on the mat), it makes it a bit of a lottery. That having been said, we 
did by some stroke of luck win on one occasion but sadly from our point of view, 
not this time when we suffered a heavy defeat.  However, the roles are reversed 
when they play in Nether Kellet where I don’t believe that we have ever lost to 
Tebay. Once the games were over, we enjoyed a fantastic ‘feast’ that they had 
laid on for us, which was very much appreciated, together with drinks and a 
wealth of hospitality.  Now to the next time in Nether Kellet. 
 

The competition for the “Silver Cup”, which is only open to those who have failed 
to win a singles competition over the past three years, was played on Thursday 
29th October. Four people played with the final being contested between Gilbert 
Reghelini and Clive Williams.  Gilbert came out as the winner so he will be 
ineligible for the next three years.  The standard of play of those who entered 
was very high and all three games played were interesting contests. 

Michael Watson 
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Halton	  Pharmacy	  
	  

110	  High	  Road	  	  Halton	  	  Lancaster	  LA2	  6PU	  
	  

Tel:	  01524	  812149	  	  	  	  	  FAX:	  01524	  812168	  
	  

(Incorporating	  Post	  Office	  ~	  open	  Mon	  Wed	  Fri)	  
Customer	  car	  park	  for	  easy	  access	  

	  
Open	  Monday	  to	  Friday	  9am	  to	  5.30pm	  

	  
www.haltonpharmacy.co.uk	  

	  
Sign	  up	  for	  our	  FREE	  Prescription	  

Collection	  /	  Delivery	  Service	  to	  your	  home	  
	  

	  
	  

Ash	  Trees	  Pharmacy	  
	  

Market	  Street	  	  Carnforth	  	  	  LA5	  9JU	  
	  

Tel:	  01524	  727877	  	  	  	  	  FAX:	  01524	  730421	  
	  

EXTENDED	  OPENING	  ~	  100	  HOURS	  
Monday	  to	  Friday	  7am	  to	  11pm	  

Saturday	  8am	  to	  6.30pm	  	  Sunday	  8am	  to	  6pm	  
	  

www.ashtrees.co.uk	  
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Nature Thoughts ~ The Raven Corvus Corax 
 

The Raven is by far the largest of the crow family, being a larger than a Buzzard 
and over a third bigger than its close relation the Carrion Crow.  Up to a few 
years ago, its range in the UK was restricted to the more mountainous areas of 
the UK including the Lake District the Pennines, Wales, Scotland and Devon and 
Cornwall.  Although possibly up until the start of the nineteenth century it was 
fairly common throughout all of England, due to persecution by shooting 
interests, egg-collectors, farming interests and the like, during Victorian times it 
was driven to its strongholds in the less densely populated parts of the country. 
 

However, over the past ten years or more its range has expanded and it is by no 
means unusual for them to be seen and heard in the parish of Nether Kellet; in 
fact I frequently hear their distinctive deep-throated calls as they fly overhead.  
Apart from their size, which it can be hard to judge at a distance or in flight 
unless there is something close to it (often a Buzzard), the wedge-shaped tail is 
unmistakable.  The Carrion Crow’s tail is nothing like that of the Raven other than 
being black.  Whilst they are solitary of nature for most of the time, during the 
winter months they can congregate in huge numbers, with roosts of several 
hundred being recorded on the Isle of Anglesey.   
 

My own relationship with these imposing birds began with a visit to the Tower of 
London back in the early fifties, where there is an official warder with the title of 
Raven Keeper. There are seven of these birds kept at the Tower and they have a 
free run of the place, although they cannot fly because some of their flight 
feathers are removed. However, there are warning notices (health and safety) to 
visitors not to feed them. When you see the size of their bills close at hand it is 
probably understandable and advisable.  Like many large black birds they have 
that feeling of evil about them.  It is said that if there were no Ravens at the 
Tower, the whole kingdom would fall.  It is not known how far back this legend 
goes but there has been a permanent Raven Keeper since the reign of Charles 
the Second who was on the throne from 1660 to 1685, so over 330 years ago. 
 

I guess that my first encounter with them in the wild was when I first visited the 
Lakes in 1960. Ever since, whenever I venture onto the hills, especially during 
the winter months, apart from the bleating of sheep, the only other sound that I 
can be fairly sure to hear is the deep croak of the Raven. They do have an 
interesting courtship ritual where the male bird, (the two sexes are practically 
identical so I assume it is the male), performs many acrobatic manoeuvres in 
order to impress his mate, including flying upside down over considerable 
distances. They really are masters of flight for such a large bird. Quite often, 
when having a ‘butty break’ on the fells one or two of these birds will be about to 
‘help you with the task of eating’ and will swiftly pounce on any discarded morsel. 
I think that some are permanent residents on Helvellyn and I dare say on other of 
the more popular summits, not that they restrict themselves to the more popular 
ones.  Being mainly carrion eaters their diet is wide-ranging. 
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As I mentioned earlier, their range has expanded and I was surprised to come 
across a pair over Pevensey Castle in East Sussex and have seen and heard 
them there several times, on different occasions, over the past few years.     
 
Michael Watson ~ 14th November 2015     
 

 

For Your Bookshelf	  
(and possible Christmas presents!) 

Sam and Billy from New Books at Carnforth Bookshop 
recommend some great books for reading at your leisure. 

 
The Road to Little Dribbling 
Bill Bryson           £20.00 
 

This hilarious book is the result of Bill Bryson's pottering around Britain visiting 
places that not many people would get to. 
 

He sets out to rediscover the magnificent unique country that he thought he 
knew,but doesn't recognise any more. 
 

This is a real laugh out loud book with Bryson's acute and perspective insight into 
all that is best and worst in Britain today. 
 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone 
J.K Rowling                                                                         £30.00 
 

This is the first ever illustrated edition of J K Rowling's magical classic,and is 
certainly on my son's wish list for Christmas. 
 

The book has endless pages of beautifully illustrations by Jim Kay (winner of the 
Kate Greenaway Medal) and would make a perfect gift for new readers and 
devoted fans. 
 

The Illustrated Herdwick Shepherd 
James Rebanks                   £16.99 
 

The most striking thing about this book is its authenticity. 
 

James Rebanks is the Herdwick Shepherd whose account in shepherding has a 
strong following from the public. His family have farmed in the same area for over 
600 years. 
 

This is a wonderfully detailed and candid account of a life that is both individual 
and typical of this role in rural society, and is told with perfect pitch.	  
 

 
/CarnforthBooks                     @Carnbooks 

More information is available through our website www.carnforthbooks.co.uk 
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What's on in Nether Kellet? 

Saturday Dec 5th 
7.30 p.m. 

Village Hall quiz and 
supper 

N.K. Village Hall 

Saturday Dec 12th 
4.00 p.m. 

Family Bingo N.K. Village Hall 

Thursday Dec 31st Legends of Rock 
New Year’s Eve Rave 

N.K. Village Hall 

 
 

Seasonal Greetings! 
The editorial team take this opportunity 

to wish all our readers  
 

Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year 
 

To all who know us Merry Christmas and all the best for 2016 
From Sheila & Ray Rogers, Meadowcroft 
 
Brian and Betty would like to wish all their friends and neighbours a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 
 
 

The Season’s greetings to Mike Ashton, our Lengthsman. A 
more conscientious and dedicated worker it  would be 

impossible to f ind. 
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VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES 
 
Village Hall  Social meetings on 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month, 
Club   9.00 pm -11.00 pm. 
 
Bowling  Wednesdays:    7.30 - 9.30 pm 
   Thursdays:            10.00 - 12.00 noon 
   Michael Watson:  12 Ashmeadow Road                             734624 
  
 
Rainbows &        Thursdays:    5.30 pm - 6.45 pm 
Brownies            Mrs T Stott:  17 Bridge Road                               733545 
    
Guides                Thursdays:                              7 pm – 8.30 pm 
                            Mrs T Stott:  17 Bridge Road                               733545 
            
 
WI   2nd Friday in the month:   7.30 pm 
   Mrs J Mace:  Downderry, Halton Road                                 733801                                          
 
Quilting  Last Saturday in the month    10.30 am - 4.00 pm 
Club   Mrs Y Beal:  16 Church Hill                               736578 
 
Bacon Butty      11 am - 1 pm  
Brunch               Usually the last Sunday of the month 
                            Mrs J Mace:  Downderry, Halton Road                                733801  
                             
 

 
 
Booking Clerk Mrs J Manning:  7 Briar Lea Road                             720496 
 

 

 
 

1

If you are a local business and would like to advertise your company in this magazine,  

please contact Steve Hinde, The Barn, Halton Road, Nether Kellet.  Tel 734135 

 

Prices are as follows-: full page advertisement £8.00 per edition 

2

 
 
 
 hal
f page 
advertise
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VILLAGE ACTIVITIES ELSEWHERE 
 

Congregational Morning Service 10.45 am 
Church:  Evening Service 6.30 pm 
   Sunday School in Church Hall approx. 11.15 am 
 
Coffee Morning: 2nd and 4th Friday in the month 
   10.00 - 12.00 noon in the Congregational Schoolroom 
      Jean Towers     812103 
      Muriel Ward     737895 
 
St. Mark’s  Services every Sunday at 9.00 a.m; 
Church:  Family Service each fourth Sunday in the month. 

Vicar - Revd. Nancy Goodrich, The Vicarage, 
Main Road, Bolton-le-Sands.       823106 

 
Mobile Library: Every other Thursday: 
   Hornby Bank  11.05 - 11.15 am  approx. 
   Meadowcroft  11.20 - 11.40 am    “ 
   Village Hall  11.45 - 11.55 am     “ 
   Laithbutts Lane  12.00 - 12.20 pm    “ 
 
Police:   Police Station, Lancaster      63333 
   PCSO Paul Shepherd  

(Paul.shepherd@lancashire.pnn.police.uk)    63333 
 
PACT Surgery: 4th Friday each month, 10.00 am - 12 noon 
   At the Congregational Schoolroom, Main Road 
 
Neighbourhood  
Watch   Steve Marsden 
Co-ordinator:  19 Bridge Road       730024 
 
 
Twinning  Secretary - Christine Holdsworth     736179 
Association:  Chairman - Margaret James-Barber     735470 
 
Nether Kellet  Head Teacher - Mrs N Brough     733778 
Community  
Primary School  
 
City Councillor  Roger Mace Downderry, Halton Rd., Nether Kellet, LA6 1EU 733801 
for Kellet Ward  (jrmace@nether-kellet.freeserve.co.uk & www.maceonline.co.uk)  
 
County Councillor  Susie Charles (Susie.charles@lancashire.gov.uk)   01772 537577 

        07710 513468 
 

Chairman Parish Chris Halhead        732937 
Council 
 
Parish Clerk  Michael Watson       734624 


