
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held remotely using Zoom Cloud 

Application on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:   

Councillor Johnson (Chair) 

Councillor Winrow (Deputy Chair) 

Councillor Bentham 

Councillor Whitaker 

Councillor Williams 

In attendance:   

Adrian Osmotherley - Parish Clerk  

Stephen Hinde - Village Hall Representative 

Mike Ashton - Lengthsman 

Phillippa Williamson - County Councillor 

No residents or members of the public were in attendance 

The Chair welcomed all attendees to the meeting. The meeting had been arranged to enable 

all attendees to be able to follow government restrictions in relation to social isolating, public 

gatherings, and movement restrictions because of the COVID19 Pandemic. 

20081 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  

Apologies were received from Councillors Riley and Halhead. 

20082 MINUTES:  

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 4th November 2020 

be approved.  

It was also agreed that draft minutes would be circulated to all attendees for comment 

prior to the formal meeting minutes being issued. Councillor Johnson asked that all 

attendees confirm back to the Parish Clerk their comments/agreement of the draft minutes 

promptly. 

20083 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  

No declaration of interests was raised. 

20084 ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION & INFORMATION ONLY UPDATES: 

(i) Public discussion:    

There were no residents in attendance. Stephen Hinde was in attendance representing 

the Village Hall. 

(ii) Clerks report and correspondence:   

The Parish Clerk presented his report setting out updates on previous actions, 

activities, resolutions, and correspondence received as follows; 

Bank balance for the month ending 30.11.2020 was £23,937.00. 

The barrier on the footway on Main Road is still in place. The Parish Clerk advised the 

notice of compliance has expired on the 29.11.2020. Legal proceedings would now 

begin to enable Lancaster City Council to carry out the necessary repair works to make 

the building safe on behalf of the property owner. 

The Parish Clerk had visited the resident on Shaw Lane to advise them that directing 

surface water from their garage onto the footway is not allowed. The resident advised 

that this is only a temporary measure until the surface water drainage system within 

the property boundary had been completed. It was agreed that the situation would be 

monitored over the next few months. 

Tech-Hub have reviewed the Nether Kellet website and advised that it does not 

currently meet the Government recommendations for accessibility. The Parish Clerk 

has discussed these issues with Lizzy Mace. John Tyson has provided information 



requested at the last meeting relating to the numbers of people using the website. 

This information has been passed to Councillors for their comment. The Parish Clerk 

will discuss the website accessibility and security issues with John Tyson.  

The overgrown footway along Back Lane has been reported to Lancashire County 

Council via the Report It facility on their website.  

The refreshing of the white lining work to the junction Main Road/Back Lane has now 

been carried out. The lining work to the junction Kellet Lane/Main Road and the 

narrow stretch of carriageway along Bolton road has not yet been carried out. The 

Parish Clerk advised that he would chase this up with Lancashire County Council 

highways department.   

(iii) Parish Council updates on issues arising since the last meeting: 

1) LALC:   

Nothing to report. High levels of correspondence are being received from 

LALC/NALC and Lancaster City Council in the main relating to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

2) QUARRY:  

Councillor Johnson attended an online quarry liaison meeting on 23rd November. 

Aggregate Industries (AI) are getting together an application for deepening Back 

Lane quarry. It is expected to take 12 to18 months for this to be completed. 

There have been objections from some members of Carnforth Town Council 

regarding AI trying to get the government to prevent any future development on 

land next to Back Lane quarry. The quarry output dropped in April/May due to 

COVID-19 Lockdown, but now back up to 90 thousand tonnes per month. 

An order has been placed with a company called Lowther to build a viewing 

platform over Back Lane/Leapers Wood quarries. Construction has been delayed 

until early 2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

3) TWINNING ASSOCIATION:   

Nothing to report. 

4) FLY-TIPPING:   

There had been three separate instances of fly tipping in the Parish over the past 

month. The fly tipped material on Shaw Lane has now been removed. The fly 

tipped material on Whorley Moss Lane and near to the gas compressor station 

still need to be removed. Mike Ashton will provide pictures of the material tipped 

on Whorley Moss Lane to the Parish Clerk who will contact Lancaster City Council 

to see if there is any evidence of who tipped the material from the CCTV camera 

at the entrance to Whorley Moss Lane. Councillor Johnson agreed to erect one of 

the spare CCTV signs at the entrance to Whorley Moss Lane. A discussion was 

held about the removal of the fly tipped material by the Parish Lengthsman. Due 

to the COVID-19 restrictions on visits to the local recycling centres this is not 

possible at the moment and the Parish would need to rely on Lancaster City 

Council Cleansing Department to remove any fly tipped material. 

5) PRoW:  

The Map Modification Order upgrading Green Hill Lane (Footpath 11) is still 

awaiting a decision.  

A discussion was held about West Field byway and the difference between a 

byway and a footpath and who has responsibility for a byway. County Councillor 

Williamson advised that the footways were the responsibility of the County 

Council and that all the footways in Lancashire were managed by a small team of 

five people. Mike Ashton agreed to pass details of the location and issues relating 

to the West Field byway to County Councillor Williamson to see if she could 

establish responsibility for byways in the Parish.   



6) VILLAGE HALL:   

Stephen Hinde advised that Village Hall were looking at using Zoom to hold 

future Village Hall meetings.  

The Village Hall were also having discussions with Lancaster City Council about 

installing an electric vehicle charging point fitted to the side of the Village Hall. 

The charging point would be able to be used to charge vehicles as well as receive 

emergency electric via one of the Lancaster City Council electric vehicles. 

A discussion was also held about possible future improvements to the children’s 

play area. 

7) PROJECTS:   

The Parish Council were still awaiting formal approval for the erection of two 

Evolis radar speed signs. The location of the third speed sign was under review as 

the proposed location at the entrance to the village from the Kellet Lane end was 

not suitable due to the 20mph advisory school sign location. The Parish Clerk 

advised that he had suggested a proposal to derestrict (from national speed limit 

to 30mph) a small section of carriageway from the M6 motorway bridge to the 

start of the 30mph restriction on Main Road. This along with a possible alternative 

location for the third speed sign were being considered by the Lancashire County 

Council Road Safety team. 

8) B4RN:  

Councillor Bentham provided the following update; 

66 properties in the Parish (plus 12 in Halton with Aughton) are now happy B4RN 

customers, with 1000 M bit s-1, hyperfast, internet connections. 

The Nether Kellet volunteers have worked hard throughout the summer and 

autumn, especially on properties to the east of Halton and Main Road. 

The first households around the south east side of the village in the Meadowcroft, 

Halton Road and Ashmeadow Road areas are now live (17 so far, but still rising). 

Any resident of Nether Kellet who would like a B4RN connection should still apply 

for a voucher from the government using a form on the B4RN website. Even if 

they have another existing contract with time still to run, they can get a live B4RN 

connection sorted out then defer it until the other contract expires and they are 

ready for B4RN. This will cost only £30 (for the first month) because the £150 

connection fee will be repaid when a voucher is issued and collected by B4RN. 

Volunteers continue to be required to help with installing ducts for B4RN 

connections in the village. Further digging is required to reach many properties. 

There is plenty of work. Volunteers are able to maintain COVID-19 social 

distancing requirements and can assist householders to lay ducts in their own 

gardens. Volunteers can also help to install house kits and, eventually after 

splicing by B4RN engineers, can install routers. 

9) LENGTHSMAN REPORT:  

The Lengthsman provided his verbal report summarised as follows; 

Mike Ashton advised that he had completed his Time and Works Record sheet for 

November. This had been passed to Councillors by the Parish Clerk prior to the 

meeting for their information. 

Weekly checks to the play area had been carried out from the 09.11.2020. 

The monthly check to the defibrillator had been carried out and the details of the 

check entered onto the online reporting system. 

Mike advised that the chains and seats needed to be replaced to the swings in the 

play area. Following a short discussion, it was agreed that Mike would carry out 

this repair work. 

Mike also advised about his continued frustration with the COVID-19 restrictions 

to using the local recycling facilities. County Councillor Williamson advised she 



would raise the issue again with the relevant County Councillor.  

10) GRASS/VERGE CUTTING:  

Nothing to report. 

11) OTHER MATTERS:  

Councillor Johnson provided an update relating to his recent attendance at the 

Morecambe Bay Proposal - Public Discussion Meeting held on the 26.11.2020. The 

meeting had been arranged by Councillor Erica Lewis (Lancaster Town Council 

Leader) and Keiron Keane (Chief Executive of Lancaster City Council) to present 

Morecambe Bays proposal in response to the Governments reorganisation 

proposals. 

Cumbria seems to have already decided to create their own Unitary Authority 

(must be at least three hundred thousand people in each Unitary Authority area). 

However, during an online meeting hosted by Erica Lewis, it was highlighted that 

the original proposal for Lancaster City Council was for inclusion in a North 

Lancashire Unitary Authority, together with Blackpool, Fylde, and Blackburn. 

Since Cumbria’s decision to propose their own Unitary Authority, Barrow Borough 

Council, together with South Lakeland Borough Council, have proposed, along 

with Lancaster City, and Morecambe Town Councils, to create a Bay Unitary 

Authority. This would seem to make more sense, as the Morecambe Bay NHS 

Trust covers these areas. 

Recommendation must be submitted by 9th December 2020. The government will 

probably start consultations early in 2021, and the whole process could take over 

2 years. 

County Councillor Williamson also provided an update from her perspective as a 

County Councillor. 

12) COVID-19: 

Current restrictions and guidance continue to be provided to the Parish Council 

by both Lancaster City Council and the National Association of Local Councils. 

County Councillor Williamson advised that there is likely to be an update shortly 

from government on the tiers and the roll out of the community testing 

programme. 

Remote meetings facilitated by Zoom will continue for the foreseeable future. 

20085 PLANNING APPLICATION/S/TRAFFIC ORDERS: 

Application No: Description & Site Address 

            No Planning Applications/Traffic Orders had been received since the last meeting  

 
 

20086 PLANNING AUTHORITY DECISIONS:  

The Planning Applications Comments and Decisions November document was provided to 

all councillors in advance of the meeting. Unfortunately, due to security certificate issues 

with Google the Lancaster City Council web site access to view updates was not possible. 

Updates to be provided at the next meeting. 

20087 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:  

Description Amount £ 

Mr A Osmotherley, Clerks fees and expenses - November 2020 £299.94 

Zoom Pro Monthly Subscription - November 2020 £14.39 

 After a brief discussion it was RESOLVED that the above payments be made. 

 
 



20088 TO CONSIDER A FURTHER REQUEST BY HALTON JUNIORS TO USE THE VILLAGE 

FOOTBALL PITCH: 

A further request had been received by the Parish Clerk for the Halton FC Juniors to use 

the village football pitch. A discussion was held between Councillors and Mike Ashton who 

cuts the grass on the football pitch area. Although concerns were raised about the current 

condition of the football pitch and the soft condition of the field in general it was agreed 

that that the request would be granted. Councillors agreed that the current agreement 

would be reviewed again at the February 2021 Meeting.  

20089 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING: 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held remotely using Zoom Cloud Meeting 

Application on Wednesday 6th January 2020 at 7.00pm. The Parish Council meeting 

closed at 8:20pm. 

 

 

Clerk of the Council: A Osmotherley    Date:  10.12.2020 

 

 

Chair:  Nick Johnson     Date:  10.12.2020 


