
PARISH OF NETHER KELLET 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at  

Congregational Church School Rooms on Wednesday 03rd January 2018 at 7-00 pm. 

Present:  Councillor Mr David Whitaker - Chair 

Councillor Mrs Judith Bentham 

   Councillor Mr Nick Johnson 

   Councillor Mr Peter Riley 

   Councillor Mr George Smith 

Councillor Mr Ian Williams 

In attendance: City Councillor Mr J Roger Mace and former Clerk Mr Michael Watson 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies were received from Councillor Mr Chris Halhead and 

County Councillor Mrs Phillippa Williamson.  The Clerk was warmly welcomed to his first 

meeting by the Chair and Members.  The Clerk thanked the Chair and Members for the 

opportunity and informed the meeting that a Facebook page and Twitter account 

(@netherkelletpc) for the Parish Council had been set up.   

2 MINUTES:  It was RESOLVED that Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 06th 

December 2017 be approved. 

3 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:  There were no declarations of interest for items on the 

Agenda  

4 PACT (Police Matters): The Chair reported that the perpetrators of the reported burglaries 

in December had not yet been apprehended.  The ‘Crime Map’ for the Kellet area is available 

to view on the Lancashire Constabulary website https://www.police.uk/lancashire/B27/crime/  

5 MATTERS ARISING: The Clerk (with assistance from the former Clerk) and Members 

reported on the following issues, activities and actions since the last meeting of the Council: 

a) The white lines and ‘slow’ markings on Bolton Lane are to be inspected and remarked 

as appropriate within a reported 8 – 12 weeks, weather permitting; 

b) The overgrown shrubs and trees on Timpenny Lane are in private ownership.  

Lancashire County have contacted the owners asking them to cut the overgrowth 

back; 

c) The damaged warning sign on Shaw lane is to be inspected and replaced if it is no 

longer serviceable or legible; 

d) A damaged drain surround on Ashmeadow Grove has been reported to Lancashire 

County Council; 

e) A resident advised that a ‘temporary’ repair to a pothole on Back Lane that was 

reported in October is now ‘failing’ and needs a more permanent solution; 

f) The breaking away of the surround to a man-hole cover and the state of the tarmac at 

Church hill has been reported to Lancashire County Council; 

g) Major issues with the drains generally but specifically the main drains on Halton Road 

and Main Road have been raised with Lancashire County Council, Community Services 

following the flooding at the end of November when several properties were flooded.  

The lack of drainage on Church Hill has also been raised.  County Councillor 

Williamson has also followed these matters up. 

h) The overgrowth on the footway along Back Lane has not been addressed.  There may 

be an opportunity for the Lancaster Young Offenders team to clear the area before 

the growing season.   

It was RESOLVED that the updates on actions reported and issues raised be noted with 

further updates to follow as necessary.  

 

https://www.police.uk/lancashire/B27/crime/


6 PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 

17/01314/CU 

Change of use of part of agricultural storage building into general 

industrial (B2) for Mr Patrick Benson @ Intack Farm LA6 1HB – 

Application Withdrawn 

It was RESOLVED that the withdrawal of planning application 17/01314/CU, previously 

considered, be noted.  

7 a) ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT: 

100804 
Michael Watson, Parish Clerk Fees and expenses for November 

and December 2017 (final payment) 
£307.83 

100805 Chris Hodkin, Electrical Contractor & Engineer – Electrical works £750.00 

It was RESOLVED that the above account(s) be paid. 

7 b) COMMUNITY GOVERNECE REVIEW: The Clerk reported that Lancaster City Council have 

launched the first stage of a review into whether current arrangements for parish councils 

and meetings across the district are fit for purpose or could be improved.  Following a 

process known as a Community Governance Review the aim is to ‘ensure that all areas 

have improved community engagement, more cohesive communities, better local 

democracy and a more effective and convenient way to deliver local services.   

It was explained that parish councils and residents have been invited to raise any issues for 

detailed considered in the next stage of the review by the extended deadline for 

consultation of Wednesday 31st January 2018.   

After some discussions and questions, it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council is satisfied 

with current arrangements and did not wish to make any representation for change.   

7 c) PRECEPT: The Clerk presented a paper, provided by the outgoing Clerk, of the forecasted 

balances as at 31st March 2018 and the expected budget requirements to fund plans for the 

financial year 2018 – 2019.  The accounts and figures presented provided a basis for 

discussion on the Parish Council’s precept demand from Lancaster City Council for 

2018/19.   

Members commented on the accounts and asked several questions and it was then 

RESOLVED that the precept demand for 2018/19 be £7,500 representing a chargeable 

precept to a Band D property of £27.94 

8 LALC:  The Chair informed Members he and/or Councillor Halhead would be attending the 

next scheduled meeting of the Lancashire Association of Local Councils (LALC) on 

Monday 29th January 2018, venue to be confirmed.   The Agenda and Minutes for this 

meeting will be forwarded to Cllr Mr Chris Halhead when received.   

It was RESOLVED that the date of the next meeting of LALC be noted 

9 QUARRY MATTERS: It was reported that there had been blasting at the Limestone Quarry 

and that work was continuing to deal with damage to the road surface at the entrance to 

Back Lane Quarry from Back Lane.   

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted.   

10 LENGTHSMAN REPORT:  Councillor Smith reported that the Lengthsman had carried out 

general duties and would be taking down the village Christmas Tree later in the week.  

Councillor Smith will attend a meeting of Members from Bolton-Le-Sands and Over Kellet 

Parish Councils to discuss the Shared Lengthsmans contract arrangements and remuneration 

on Thursday 11th January at 4:00pm in Bolton-Le- Sands.   

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 



11 TWINNING ASSOCIATION: Councillor Bentham had no further update to that reported at 

the December meeting.   

12 FLY-TIPPING:  Councillor Smith reported that there had been no reports of fly-tipping 

reported, although he had witnessed an incident where it appeared the Police had caught a 

person(s) in the act of fly-tipping.  Enquiries had been made with the City Council’s recently 

formed Enforcement team but they had been unwilling to advise on the details of the 

incident.  Councillor Smith was also aware of a relatively minor incident on Hill Lane where a 

small amount of litter had apparently been thrown from a moving vehicle.  It was RESOLVED 

that the report be noted. 

13 PRoW: The Clerk reported that the former Clerk had chased Lancashire County Council for 

an outstanding payment of £250 relating to the Public Rights of Way – Local Delivery 

Scheme for 2017/18.  A response is awaited.  Councillor Williams reported that a sink hole 

appeared on one of the footpaths recently but has since been filled in by someone.   

It was RESOLVED that the reports be noted 

14 VILLAGE HALL: The Chair reported on the work of the Village Hall Committee and activities 

at the venue including Christmas Party and agreements with the Play Group and Bowling 

group.  The Village Hall committee are taking over responsibility for the bar.  The Village Hall 

noticeboard has been removed from the wall with a view to it being replaced in due course. 

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted 

15 PROJECTS:  Councillor Riley had nothing directly to report on the ongoing projects but 

requested any information on the history of Lane Ends and Lawson’s Farms. 

16 B4RN.org:  Councillor Bentham reported that progress is being made on the B4RN project 

with a verbal agreement being made with a landowner for the cable for the fibre optic 

broadband network to be installed on his garden and part of the adjacent field.  It was 

RESOLVED that the report be noted 

17 EMERGENCY PLAN: The Chair provided an update on the ongoing Emergency Plan 

developments.  The Chair has met with Mr Hinde (Chair of the Village Hall Committee) to 

consider arrangements for the procurement and storage for essential equipment needed to 

improve and support local resilience in the event of an emergency.  There was a discussion 

about the best, fairest and most secure approach for purchasing equipment online using 

Parish Council funds as an alternative to individuals purchasing high-value items using their 

own money for subsequent reimbursement from the Parish Council.  There were comments 

and questions on whether there could be a Parish Council credit/debit card, the VAT 

implications and the internal controls needed to ensure that public funds are protected.  

After much discussion, it was RESOLVED that enquiries be made with the Parish Council’s 

bank with a view to finding a fair and equitable solution for the expedient purchase of high 

value items from Parish Council funds. 

18 PARISH COUNCIL NOTICEBOARDS:  The former Clerk advised that two Parish Council 

Noticeboards on the wall at Londis are in a poor state and are getting increasingly more 

difficult to access and use effectively.   

After some discussion, it was RESOLVED that the Lengthsman carry out an assessment and 

reports on the state of the noticeboards, subject to which, the Clerk obtain quotations for 

Member consideration for the purchase and installation of one or both Village noticeboards 

as required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



19 PLAYGROUND INSPECTION REPORT: The Clerk presented a playground inspection report 

undertaken by Lancaster City Council’s Public Realm officers on the current state of the 

playground equipment and surfacing.  Members noted that items of equipment had failed 

the inspection and needed to be attended to.  Members commented that the Parish Coucil 

has previously received a small ‘allowance’ from the City Council for the Lengthsman to carry 

out such work.   

It was RESOLVED that the Playground Inspections Report be noted and that Lengthsman be 

requested to carry out necessary repairs and actions on the equipment where necessary. 

20 CHRISTMAS TREE: It was reported that the Christmas Tree had again been well received by 

residents and that everything bought for the tree had been paid from earmarked funds.   

It was RESOLVED that everyone involved in providing, installing, decorating and the 

subsequent removal of this years Christmas Tree be thanked.   

21 LODGE’S CHARITY: Councillor Williams reported on the latest position with the Lodge’s 

Charity.   

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and Councillor Johnson be appointed as a 

Trustee and Parish Council representative with the Charity.   

22 CORRESPONDENCE: Members had received a Thank You card from Michael Watson 

following his retirement from the Parish Council.  Other items of correspondence were 

circulated for Members attention including an invitation to the Lancashire Civic County Carol 

Service in at Blackburn Cathedral on Sunday 4th February; Parish and Town Council 

Newsletter and LCR Winter magazine. 

23 The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 7th February 2018 commencing at 7:00pm.  

The meeting closed at 8:25pm 

Clerk of the Council  


